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Abstract

This paper introduces the main tenets of the new
approach to cognitive sociolinguistics and
suggests that by incorporating the insights of
sociolinguistics with those of cognitive linguistics,
this new approach can provide a new and fruitful
perspective to the study of language. The two
properties of this new approach, i.e., its usage-
based character and its emphasis on social
variations of language, make it heart throbbing
and most optimal for the study of language. After
introducing the main tenets of cognitive
sociolinguistics, this paper shows that these two
underlying properties, the usage-based character
and the emphasis on social variations, are the
communication loop between the cognitive
linguistics and sociolinguistics approaches. Such
an approach should accept that the only acceptable
way to study the systematic variation of language
that encompasses the social dimension of the
phenomenon is necessarily empirical. In other
words, adopting social approach entails taking an
empirical method.
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1. variant

2. semasiological variables
3. Goldberg

4. constructional

5. non-discrete

6. register
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