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Abstract

The present study aimed at critically analyzing
two newspapers published in Iran and Pakistan
and unraveling the views of the editorial boards of
a Persian language newspaper and an Urdu
language newspaper as a representative of two
opposing political views in Saudi Arabia's stance
toward Yemen. For this purpose, 88 news articles
in each corpus reporting the Yemeni crisis were
randomly selected and analyzed based on Van
Leeuwen’s (2008) model of social actors. The
results showed that Hamshahri represents Saudi
Arabia more with activation, negative
appraisement and spatialization features to
represent Saudia Arabi as an aggressive and
criminal who plays an active role in making war
and murder. On the other hand, Yemen is more
represented with subjection, aggregation and
association features to emphasize its unity and
alliance between Yemen government and the
Yemeni people. Also, it represents a unity
between Shiite government and Yemen people as
passive actors who are oppressed and attacked
with many deaths and injuries. Jhang represents
both Saudi Arabia and Yemen more with
activation, spatialization and aggregation features,
and the Houthis with the negative appraisement as
rebels and warmongers. Also, Jhang represents
Saudi Arabia repeatedly with instrumentalization
and spatialization features in order to support
Saudi Arabia by reducing its role and its
responsibilities in the crisis.

Keywords: Representation of social actors, Discursive
features, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Hamshahri, Jhang.
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1. Critical discourse analysis
2. Power relations

3. ldeology

4. Discursive features

5. Social actors

6. Theo van Leeuwen
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6. Nomination
7. ldentification
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1. Personalization
2. Activation

3. Impersonalization
4. Exclusion

5. Passivation
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5. Exclusion

6. Inclusion

7. Suppression

8. Backgrounding

1. Association

2. Relational identification

3. Appraisement

4. The representation of social actors



Y sl )RS 5, K00 laoy LSy g olpl legdas 45 o ol (o0las] HleisS oo 1)K 5 Sliles

ol i 5,8 & &S
" Abiliaes 5" kg (A
B elanl 1K mS (YA 1 lan) 358 Sau 50
O )0 35y aS Laog, S cpl )b gasly i ¢ ol
9 M csloasd ool ooy, WWlosis (6185 Cons p
il 4l a5 3lisT o s, 505 Altus 3503 sl (S
Ol ye slag s @ilge (o (0350 (Slogy 5 15 (7
(Lo rpeiion) 500> Hl)8 Coua |y
o (ope slagpi g e i) o (F) Jbe
] 04 )‘)5)) J.)y.)
TS 5 1 oS S (o
Fslonl 095 b 38 o (YA 1plon) (35 S8 ddlge
S o S8 ailite (gl S S0 51 LISl 1, o Suts
O L 929518 g €938 09)5 (m Bsbulil 9
(P SIS Bguid 5D S o ] glas Kl g «lo»
el i 229 4 s3led iz
S j 3w el 3blie sloulba) b o (VY
i e ool b (asS g8 )3 1 pol ok jopedr sy
(<) 8 el . | 355 illoce cymy s
2 ol oLl 5 LS sl jpga e (V) Jlo 5o
O 9 4551 JL8 500 G 3 ey il g Cans S
ol 0 ) S sl
OIS s Adil 5 p3pli (z
295 3 paie Cygn wrgily (slal o SAS By
avdagl By o T mpls Adlhe 5l igd e (alesil
whoislh )b (Lo b oS (S yie glo i g lacygn
:OLo.m) Cowl 03 odlanl w‘_’p)fdJ.bAb'.Jo ddl5e 5l L9
a8 355 e ool ol alol 5l U 23pl s (F-
2 il Vot LV e jdag P ans Wlgioe
2lsie 25 bl o2 M adlgis Sl Glgie (23pl
sl - San T i 9 N moplie s s 9

9. Association

10. Dissociation

11. Differentiation
12. Indifferentiation
13. Nomination

14. Categorization
15. Formalization
16. Semi-formalization
17. Informalization
18. Tutiulation

19. Honorification
20. Affiliation
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. Role allocation

. Activation

. Passivation

. Reference allocation
. Personalization

. Impersonalization

. Determination

. Indetermination
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15. Instrumentalization

16. Utterance autonomization
17. Somatization

18. Type allocation

19. Individualization

20. Assimilation

21. Collectivization
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. Functionalization

. appraisement

. Identification

. Classification

. Relational identification
. Physical identification
. Single determination

. Overdetermination

. Inversion

10. Symbolization

11. Connotation

12. Distillation

13. Abstraction

14. Objectivation
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