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Abstract

With the 1979 Iran revolution, there has been an
evolution in the logic of self and other in the
foreign policy discourses of the Islamic republic
of Iran and the USA, and these former two
strategic allies, turned to the present antagonistic
forces. From this historical point onwards, Iran-
the USA relations and consequently, Iran and the
West, was represented in a circle of agonism to
antagonism. This issue has been considerable in
both objective and subjective levels and Iran
sanctions is one of its focuses. This study aims to
investigate the hidden discourse in NOW, a web-
based newspaper and magazine corpus, and to
examine which signs and concepts were and
forgrounded or backgrounded. The data were
collected from NOW corpus from 2010 to 2019,
and then analyzed in two micro and macro levels.
In the micro level, with a focus on Iran sanctions
items, the corpus was analyzed for the use of
semantic categories. In the macro level, the
representation of this issue was represented was
investigated based on the approach of critical
discourse analysis focusing on the hidden
discourse of Fairclough, Laclau and Mouffe and
van Dijk. Results show that some issues such as
the reimposition of sanctions, their upcoming,
violation, lifting sanctions, legislation and the
names of different countries are foregrounded in
this corpus. The most frequent topics in this
corpus denote a one-sided view from the USA’s
attitude, neglecting Iran’s reactions.

Keywords: Critical Discourse Dnalysis (CDA),
Identity, Otherness, Foregrounding, Backgrounding,
Iran sanctions, Semantic categories, NOW corpus.
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CONTEXT FREQ ALL % Ml

1 Act 139 1782049 0.01 5.94
2 Violations 106 136973 0.08 9.25
3 Qil 59 1455048 0.00 4.99
4 Violating 45 67271 0.07 9.04
5 Waivers 40 19246 0.21 10.67
6 Relief 39 343336 0.01 6.48
7 Alleged 37 842579 0.00 5.11
8 Bill 37 1183022 0.00 4.62
9 Extend 31 237818 0.01 6.68
10 Washington 31 768295 0.00 4.98
11 Trump 29 2278665 0.00 3.32
12 Price 28 1175352 0.00 4.22
13 ISA 27 34538 0.08 9.26
14 Loom 26 13584 0.19 10.55
15 Looming 25 56015 0.04 8.45
16 u.S 25 1762549 0.00 3.48
17 Lifting 20 88283 0.02 7.47
18 Lifted 20 148813 0.01 6.72
19 Passed 19 652118 0.00 451
20 Related 19 1322824 0.00 3.49
21 HUAWEI 17 86356 0.02 7.27
22 Comprehensive 17 279884 0.01 5.57
23 Ahead 17 1376226 0.00 3.28
24 Violation 16 182778 0.01 6.10
25 Waiver 15 40215 0.04 8.19
26 Regime 15 315094 0.00 5.22
27 Return 15 1461460 0.00 3.01
28 Busting 13 8200 0.16 10.28
29 Brent 13 69543 0.02 7.20
30 Accountability 13 179157 0.01 5.83
31 Suspected 12 287446 0.00 5.03
32 Legislation 12 386045 0.00 4.61
33 Nuclear 12 471391 0.00 4.32
34 Russia 12 727488 0.00 3.69
35 Extension 11 241914 0.00 5.16
36 Evade 10 24038 0.04 8.35
37 Violated 10 89375 0.01 6.46
38 Renewed 10 117580 0.01 6.06
39 Officially 10 249869 0.00 4.97
40 Crunch 9 52545 0.02 7.07
41 Turkish 9 160372 0.01 5.46
42 Outlook 9 208361 0.00 5.08
43 Breaking 9 473215 0.00 3.90
44 Supply 9 779045 0.00 3.18
45 Divestment 7 16758 0.04 8.36
46 Conspiring 7 18183 0.04 8.24
47 Evasion 7 32311 0.02 7.41
48 Breaches 7 61837 0.01 6.47
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https://www.english-corpora.org/now/x3.asp?xx=16&wx=u.s&wl=3&wr=3
https://www.english-corpora.org/now/x3.asp?xx=21&wx=huawei&wl=3&wr=3
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49 Violate 7 103504 0.01 5.73
50 1996 7 139391 0.01 5.30
51 Lift 7 201336 0.00 4.77
52 Ease 7 228339 0.00 4.59
53 Allegedly 7 546924 0.00 3.33
54 Obama 7 557857 0.00 3.30
55 Evading 6 10576 0.06 8.80
56 MENG 6 18533 0.03 7.99
57 Bite 6 79960 0.01 5.88
58 Venezuela 6 86984 0.01 5.76
59 Output 6 195096 0.00 4.59
60 Probe 6 253766 0.00 4.21
61 Iraq 6 280382 0.00 4.07
62 Saudi 6 359169 0.00 3.71
63 Renew 5 52189 0.01 6.23
64 Tehran 5 53803 0.01 6.19
65 Renewable 5 76187 0.01 5.69
66 Uncertain 5 89874 0.01 5.45
67 Congressional 5 92969 0.01 5.40
68 Bloomberg 5 200259 0.00 4.29
69 Fraud 5 281426 0.00 3.80
70 Wake 5 309243 0.00 3.66
71 Cuts 5 334059 0.00 3.55
72 Amid 5 337807 0.00 3.54
73 Aimed 5 348453 0.00 3.49
74 Granted 5 365402 0.00 3.42
75 Linked 5 366411 0.00 3.42
76 Conflict 5 390410 0.00 3.33
77 Onto 5 415320 0.00 3.24
78 Reimposes 4 179 2.23 14.10
79 Re-imposition 4 631 0.63 12.28
80 Reimpose 4 1769 0.23 10.79
81 Restores 4 5661 0.07 9.11
82 Month-on-month 4 6588 0.06 8.90
83 Eases 4 8078 0.05 8.60
84 U.S.-led 4 9539 0.04 8.36
85 Worries 4 90763 0.00 5.11
86 Kick 4 263619 0.00 3.57
87 Hits 4 274862 0.00 3.51
88 Crude 4 276167 0.00 3.51
89 Beijing 4 283776 0.00 3.47
90 Turkey 4 315672 0.00 3.31
91 Upcoming 4 381458 0.00 3.04
92 Kick-in 3 507 0.59 12.18
93 Skirting 3 3650 0.08 9.33
94 Reinstating 3 5165 0.06 8.83
95 $85 3 7156 0.04 8.36
96 Dodging 3 10565 0.03 7.80
97 Abundantly 3 10826 0.03 7.76
98 Wave 3 14693 0.02 7.32
99 ZTE 3 14718 0.02 7.32
100 Renewing 3 15939 0.02 7.21
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reimpose, reimposition, reimposes, return, restore, renew (renewal,
renewed), reauthorization, reinstating

Lozl g (Sad)huy

wake, upcoming, will, ahead, extend, supply, oil, brent, output

breach, violation, busting, evade, violated, crunch, breaking,
waivers, dodging, skirting, fraud, alleged

oy e 5l g 28y

lifting, relief , lifted, lift, ease, eases

Sdp0Pl

passed, bill, legislation, ISA, officially, congressional

Sl g oS

Russia, U.S, Turkey, Iraq, Saudi, Tehran, Beijing, Venezuela,

Trump, Obama

nuclear weapons program, signaling that
he's not inclined to extend waivers that
allow Iran to export oil to some of its
biggest customers. Failing to uphold
them  will effectively end U.S.
participation in the deal. US (18-05-06)

— Sens. Ben Cardin of Maryland and
Charles Schumer of New York, along
with 12 others, introduced legislation on
Thursday to renew the Iran Sanctions Act
of 1996, which is set to expire at the end
of this year. US (16-07-17)

— “European nations, Russia and China
had opposed re-imposition of Iran
sanctions, announcing a' blocking
statute' to shield EU operators to recover
damages and ban EU persons from
complying with the sanctions” PK (18-
11-20)
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— Trump has expressed contempt for the

2015 nuclear accord that offers Iran
sanctions relief in return for halting its
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to be used in marine transportation to be
used in marine transportation. US (16-
12-15)

— The OPEC agreement was followed by a
unanimous vote in the U.S. Senate to
extend the Iran Sanctions Act for another
10 years. US (16-12-05)
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— Sweeping lran sanctions target oil,
banks. An oil facility pictured in March
2017 in Iran, which will be banned from
energy sector sales under tough new
sanctions. -- AFP WASHINGTON: All of
Iran's oil exports and financial
transactions will be targeted under US
sanctions that take force Monday, six
months after President Donald Trump
bolted from a nuclear deal. MY (18-11-
01)
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— The Foreign Affairs Committee will mark
up legislation, including an Iran
sanctions bill, at 9:30 a.m. Thursday at
Rayburn 2172. US (17-10-08)

- US. House  of  Representatives
Democrats said they would introduce a
new version of a Russia and Iran
sanctions bill on Wednesday, in a new
bid to move legislation that has been
mired in partisan squabbling for almost a
month. MY (17-07-12)

— Senator Chris Coons, D-Del, said that it
was still time to move forward. After all, it
could be a chance to hit Russia. “I think
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— Wireless Festival takes place from July 6
to 8 in Finsbury Park, London. 25476274
Oil inches up on tighter US supply,
looming Iran sanctions GB (18-07-04)

— Prices were also pushed up by looming
US sanctions against Iran, which
threaten to cut supplies to an already
tight market despite pledges by producer
cartel OPEC to raise output to make up
for the disruptions. GB (18-07-04)

— We expect oil prices to remain volatile
(slightly towards the higher end) owing to
removal of waivers granted by US
government on the Iran sanctions and
probable supply cuts by the OPEC. IN
(19-02-14)

— This is explained by the surprise waivers
to Japan and South Korea. The two had
reduced lIranian oil imports to zero but
can now resume buying and further help
keep Iranian oil in play. This is forcing
Saudi Arabia and Russia, which agreed to
expand production ahead of Iran
sanctions, to rethinking the plan. IN (18-
11-08)
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— With regards to recent (US congress)
legislation to extend the Iran Sanctions
Act, | order the Atomic Energy
Organization of Iran to... plan the design
and construction of a nuclear propeller




which received a waiver on Iran
sanctions from the Trump administration.
IN (18-12-30)
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— Apple is the target of nationalist
sentiment over the arrest of Huawei's
chief financial officer in Canada at the

behest of the United States on alleged
Iran sanctions violations. IN (19-01-02)
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— The deal offers Iran sanctions relief for
limiting its nuclear program. The
International Atomic Energy Agency has
said that, so far, Tehran is sticking to the
agreement. AU (19-02-16)
— How the lifting of Iran sanctions will hit

oil: Experts Matthew Mclnnis, resident
fellow at the American Enterprise,

we have an opportunity on the Iran
sanctions bill to amend it to include strong
Russia sanctions -- I'm determined that we
get that done,” maintained Coons. PK
(17-06-08)

— Under President Donald Trump, Congress
has suddenly become much more
measured. The bipartisan lran sanctions
legislation introduced in both houses right
before last week's American Israel Public
Affairs Committee (AIPAC) conference
was quite tame. US (17-04-04)
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— The latest installment of the trade talks
has started on the wrong foot as the US
brought criminal charges against
Chinese telecoms equipment maker
Huawei, mainly over the company's
involvement in breaching Iran sanctions.
GB (19-01-30)

— Technology issues surrounding everything
from alleged violations of Iran sanctions
to trade-secrets theft and tech-transfer
laws have hampered trade talks between

the two countries. US (19-02-25)
— India was among the few countries,
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sanctions, Trump has greatly succeeded,
He managed to avoid a spike in oil prices
by coordinating with Saudi Arabia and
granting waivers to some of Iran’s
biggest oil clients. SG (18-11-21)

— US restores Iran sanctions lifted under
Obama nuclear deal. BD (18-11-02)

— The basic deal Trump made the link
between Iran sanctions and Saud
production policy explicit in a television
interview with Fox News on July 1. MY
(18-07-10)
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discusses the lifted sanctions on Iran, and
the impact to oil prices. US (16-01-18)

— U.S. President Donald Trump withdrew
in May from a 2015 deal in which his
predecessor and five other world powers
granted Iran sanctions relief in return for
a freeze on its sensitive nuclear activities.
US (18-11-23)

— Lifting of US-led international sanctions
on Iran will lower global oil prices by
USD 10 per barrel next year, the World
Bank said today forecasting that
countries like India, China and Britain
would have greater trade relationship
with Tehran in the future. IN (15-08-10)
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— He cited political comments on the case
by US President Donald Trump, the
“extraterritorial aspect” of Meng's case
and the fact that Canada did not sign on
to the Iran sanctions that Washington
wants her extradited for. PH (19-01-26)

— Petrol is influenced not only by supply
but also by geo-politics (e.g., Trump's
Iran sanctions). PH (19-01-07)

— Ankara and Washington have seen
significant turbulence in their relationship
over the past year amid disagreements
over Syria, the Turkish detention of an
American pastor, relations with Russia,
Iran sanctions and trade tariff threats. US
(18-12-25)

— But on managing the reimposition of Iran
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frequency based on year FREQ | SIZE (M) | PER MIL
2010-1 45 115.2 0.39 [
2010-2 45 129.2 0.35 |
2011-1 50 145.1 0.34 [ |
2011-2 20 160.0 0.13 |
2012-1 130 185.1 0.70 [
2012-2 105 186.4 0.56 I
2013-1 75 196.9 0.38 [ |
2013-2 105 204.9 0.51 [
2014-1 185 209.9 0.88 [
2014-2 70 219.9 0.32 [ |
2015-1 95 223.8 0.42 [ |
2015-2 170 289.1 0.59 [ |
2016-1 475 682.1 0.70 [
2016-2 670 851.2 0.79 [
2017-1 455 861.5 0.53 [
2017-2 325 889.3 0.37 [ |
2018-1 840 732.1 1.15 I
2018-2 3,275 845.6 3.87 |
2019-1 795 338.1 2.35 I
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