Iranian Journal of Sociolinguistics
Payame Noor University

Sl owlad b dolilad

Sl 9 (w3l (Sl G0 33 El sl Elgil (Slduslin ks
ELAT le%oé)jT)é 839> 183390 (W) ¥

" Bolo luge
Sublb adMe oKl SBen wlib b (6555 (geoniily .

VAN LYV c ol

YFAA/o T[0T il o

A Comparative Analysis of Reference Cohesive Devices in Persian and
English Advertising Texts: A Case Study of Food Products

Mahsa Sadeghi™
1. PH. in Linguistics, Allameh Tabataba'i University

Received: 2019/04/22

Abstract

Today, advertising plays a significant and
indisputable role in human life and in many
different aspects of human societies, and for this
reason, promotional texts are also very important.
From a linguistic perspective, in particular Halliday
and Hassan's (1976) theory of cohesion, one of the
important criteria for the meaningfulness and
effectiveness of a text is cohesion. Therefore, it is
expected that the advertising texts that are intended
to persuade and influence the audience will also be
strongly coherent. The main questions of this
research are: What is the role of reference, as one of
the cohesive devices, in creating cohesion of
advertising texts? And what are the similarities and
differences between the use of this cohesive device
in English and Persian advertisement? Considering
the importance and prosperity of food product
advertising among different types of advertising,
the data (15 Persian and 15 English advertisement
texts) were randomly selected during a three-month
period from March 2019 to May 2019. Product and
food advertising have been featured on television
and satellite channels. The findings of the study
indicate that the frequency of demonstrative
reference in Persian advertising is more than
personal and comparative reference, while in
English advertising the frequency of personal
reference is much higher than the other two types.
Among the types of personal reference, reference to
the audience was the most frequently used one in
both Persian and English corpuses. The results can
be explained by considering the purpose of
advertising which is to address and persuade the
audience. The results also suggest that while
personal references appear as parts of nominal
groups in Persian texts, they appear as parts of
adverbial groups in English texts Also, among the
types of comparative references in both texts, the
use of specific comparative references is more
common.
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5. Sumarna

6. Peirce’s Theory of Sign

7. Austin’s speech act theory
8. lexical cohesion

9. conjunctional cohesion
10. deletion
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1. Cohesion in English
2. textuality
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2. personal reference
3. demonstrative reference
4. comparative reference
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1. cohesive devices



L el 5 gllplil dals” S5 g 8Ll o 5l Vgams &S Aiin
Sad (FAY YYD @y dud ) Cuwl saddidle owl 05,8
Cle e oo (s g (S5 (o (e sl o)L
ol 5l ol loj 4 o)Ll (sladd gy 0 5 & d5aie
aSiged Sl lacpl wile 5 5T e ) il o (o o
ol el (ol dow 5l o 8o 4 o)L (slaad
a0l b3 glol ioman 30 pU €S (al g Jxe
9 Olwon (Je ol 2 ogbnl @S alil Mlole (S
(Ve YAY) (3995 9 o3ljpmonadle (ol 32 01938l 0308
oS o ilods alanjl o 53 glsi )3 &S LS o 0l
iy 41 £l 2])8 ob e g ooy pled (Jlito plos
(¥) fcituss 5 Oiags o ks 1S io jads (1) 0355 o
P U o R3Sy 5 Sodon o oy s Jols 1 Jlite plous
allblian b ol b gaye o8 (548 e g oolte ¢ Jgme S
(S (BS e S 2 sy et () gy s S & n]
o (F) 28 & g (i odizz piiy i S (oS
oot oM el 5 ol ()50 @ o totes

CyS B Sl G 5> Bl slo)lsl gl )l
9t 51 0yl slacds a8 3938l Ll pisren .l the
SloyL3l jpoud A8l (ool Sl 285 gl 5 Szl Bgoge
oles) Ol s olod e <ol el 5l Wl o
(VFY VY

Sl o gl
sl glo)lil 5 (ased gla )l wlon 55 gl 55 ()
el yaie w2 b 93 duglie (ulul 2 15 9o plox]
9 sdn) 35,5 o e cMan (bl eligga
5 el slauolio diws 93 4 glo )l £g5 ol (VAVE (s
9 o) 31 Sy 58 St ol (Sleslia
5 giadd 5l a8 1 A=Y 4y ed )b lewwd 5 dtwd

a3 e ol 1y gl gg ol (VE VAYF) e

ple slaw s gls
el (S i8S Ha3 h pate 93 gl g9 opl
g o damlin 050 L i pie b alis Loluly

b )RaS6 @ cund Gl (Sen S pais 93 ooyl plo
(oSS ol o) Sl WY sl oVl 5l S

5. general comparative reference
6. particular comparative reference
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1. selective demonstrative reference

2. non-selective demonstrative reference
3. participants

4. circumstance
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your needs from ingredients for beverages
and foods to cosmetics and beyond.(5) So
contact us!

Text 3: MDS Nordion (Gamma irradiation
for food safety)

Gamma is proven irradiation technology and
that is the smart choice for food safety.(1)
Since there’s been a lot of testimony about
irradiation technology these day, we’d like
to make sure you have the facts.(2) By the
way Gamma irradiation penetrates deeper to
offer superior flexibility.(3) So you can
process all your products in their existing
case, without costly packaging changes or
handling difficulties.(4) You can use
Gamma with confidence, knowing it’s been
proven reliable in commercial use for nearly
40 years.(5) Call MDS Nordion No. ...
today.(6) Because once you know the facts,
the decision is easy.(7) Gamma irradiation is
the smart choice for food safety.(8) And
that’s the whole truth.(9)
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Text 1: KIKKOMAN Soy Sauce

No, you won’t find KIKKOMAN Soy Sauce
in a tomato.(1) Or tomatoes in KIKKOMAN
Soy Sauce.(2) But put the two together and
suddenly the whole is greater than sum of its
parts.(3) Barbecue sauce becomes bolder.(4)
Red sauce richer.(5) That’s because
KIKKOMAN’s naturally occurring
aminoacids make it a remarkably effective
flavor enhancer.(6) Naturally brewed and
aged for full flavor, KIKKOMAN is
available in a form for every function, form
liquid to dry, reduced-sodium to
preservative free and even clear the widest
selection of any company in the world.(7)
So when you think of soy sauce, don’t just
think Asian.(8) Think flavor.(9) Then, think
KIKKOMAN, as a food and the possibilities
are greatly enhanced.(10)

Text 2: Halssen & Lyon (tea brand)

If someone looks over the rim of a tea cup,
it’s us.(1) At Halssen & Lyon, tea is much
more than a cupful.(2) The virtullay endless
varieties can be used for any number of
applicatios.(3) We seek out and offer the
finest and most diverse range of tea, herbs
and fruits.(4) The broad base of extracts we
gain from these raw materials enables us to
offer tailored solutions that perfectly meet
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