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Abstract

This paper aims to investigate the polysemy of the
Persian word /jigar/ from the perspective of
cognitive sociolinguistics. The primary objective is
to show the capability of cognitive sociolinguistic
approach to explain lexical polysemy compared to
cognitive linguistics. In cognitive sociolinguistics,
polysemy cannot be reduced to a static concept that
is fixed in all language speakers, and social
variables such as age, gender, social class, literacy
level, and so on are effective. In this paper,
following Robinson's model (2010, 2012a, 2012b,
and 2014), the effect of two social variables of age
and gender on the number and prominence of each
of the meanings of the polysemous word /jigar/ in
speakers is examined. The data are gathered
through library research (e.g., using Persian
dictionaries), interviews, and questionnaires. Field
method and descriptive approach were used to
collected data and the data were examined using
qualitative and quantitative analyses. The results
showed that sociological cognitive linguistics could
more accurately explain the semantic diversity of
polysemous words and the effect of gender and age
social variables on the number and prominence of
each of the meanings. In other words, the results
showed that different meanings of the polysemous
words do not have the same distribution among
male and female speakers of different age groups
and are not random, but are significantly influenced
by age and gender.
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Gender
A Total
ge Female Male ota
Count 20 21 41
Upto 18 % of Total 24.7% 25.9% 50.6%
19-30 Count 12 17 29
% of Total 14.8% 21.0% 35.8%
Count 4 7 11
31-60 % of Total 4.9% 8.6% 13.6%
Total Count 36 45 81
% of Total 44.4% 55.6% 100.0%
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Gender
A Total
ge Female Male ota
Count 4 6 10
Upto 18 % of Total 3.6% 5.5% 9.1%
19-30 Count 8 10 18
% of Total 7.3% 9.1% 16.4%
31-60 Count 18 21 39
% of Total 16.4% 19.1% 35.5%
Over 60 Count 20 23 43
% of Total 18.2% 20.9% 39.1%
Total Count 50 60 110
% of Total 45.5% 54.5% 100.0%
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B S.E. Wald df Sig. Exp(B)
o 52.224 3 .000
Y o -2.263 413 29.991 1 .000 104
Step 1° Y o -2.156 403 28.637 1 .000 116
Y o -.557 535 1.082 1 .298 573
Y i -.594 .349 2.891 1 .089 .552
Constant .284 177 2.575 1 109 1.329

a. Variable(s) entered on step 1: ¢ uix
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