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Abstract

This study deals with interpersonal media
gossips in order to discover which of the two
strategies, namely, politeness and impoliteness
are more frequent in the context of the present
study. Brown and Levinson's (1996) Politeness
and Culpeper's (1996) impoliteness were used as
theoretical frameworks. The data were composed
of 3078 utterances containing 50230 words,
talking about 10 male and 10 female famous
Iranian actors. The findings showed that 2820
utterances represented impoliteness strategies
while only 258 utterances contained politeness
strategies. Results of statistical analyses revealed
that negative strategy (60%) is the most
frequently used impoliteness strategies, and
positive strategy (77%) is the more frequently
used politeness strategies.

Keywords: Interpersonal media gossip, Politeness
theory, Impoliteness theory, Utterance, (im) Politeness
strategy.
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