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Abstract

In accordance with the prominence of names and
their influence on social relations, this study
intended to investigate restauranteurs' attitudes
on socio-onomastic factors (national,
international, and religious identities) and
restaurants' names in two areas of high and low
socioeconomic status in Shiraz. The target
population in this study was 60 restaurant owners
from two different districts of Shiraz city. In
order to assess the target population, a
questionnaire adapted from Hussein, Nofal, and
Mansour’s (2015) study was applied in this
research. The results revealed significant
differences in the attitudes of the restaurant
owners in the area of high socioeconomic status
compared with the area of low socioeconomic
status in that they were more optimistic toward
the choice of foreign names in bringing positive
commercial outcomes, and being more
interesting, unique and prestigious. Contrarily,
significant differences of restauranteurs in the
area of low socioeconomic status demonstrated
more inclination and positive attitude toward
using religious names as being more unique and
prestigious. The results of this research valuable
insights for experts in the field of linguistic, EFL
researchers and students.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In accordance with the prominence of names and their influence on social relations, this study intended to
contribute an understanding to the way the names of restaurants in Shiraz are selected which have been
overlooked in Iran up to date. This study was designed to investigate restauranteurs' attitudes on socio-
onomastic factors (national, international, and religious identities) and restaurants' names in two areas of
high and low socioeconomic status in Shiraz.

Method

In order to recognize and analyze the role of socio-onomastic perspectives on naming restaurants in Shiraz, a
guantitative method of research was designed. In this vein, the effect of six elements have been chosen for a
deep study, namely, gender, age, educational level, national, international, and religious identities. The
target population in this study was 60 restaurant owners from two different districts of Shiraz city, 30
restaurants were located in areas with low socioeconomic status and 30 other restaurants were located in
areas with high socioeconomic status. The reason for choosing these districts was to see whether the attitudes
of the restauranteurs in naming their restaurants differ based on the social status of the restaurants’ locations.
The researcher utilized convenient as well as random sampling to choose 60 restaurants from two districts
out of eight other restaurants that existed in these areas. In order to assess the target population, a
questionnaire adapted from Hussein, Nofal, and Mansour’s (2015) study was applied in this research. This
study took place during the autumn season, 2019. In order to collect the data, two areas (containing a lot of
restaurants) were chosen from the north and the south district of Shiraz city. Then, each restauranteur’s
information was examined individually and was divided into different categories based on the four factors
(gender, age, educational level, national, international, and religious identities) under research.

Findings

The results revealed significant differences in the attitudes of the restaurant owners in the area of high
socioeconomic status compared with the area of low socioeconomic status in that they were more optimistic
toward the choice of foreign names in bringing positive commercial outcomes, and being more interesting,
unique and prestigious.

Results and Conclusion

Based on the results of this research considering the personal information of the participants in terms of
age, gender, and educational level, it can be concluded that these three factors do not have any significant
difference between the two different socioeconomic areas in Shiraz city. Hence, age, gender, and
educational level did not influence restauranteurs' attitudes in none of the lower and upper class areas on
socio-onomastic factors of national, international, and religious identities in naming their restaurants. A
mutual similar stream of thoughts and viewpoints toward the world, particularly on the shared culture and
modernity in each society, are presented by individuals (here, restauranteurs) residing in high
socioeconomic status areas; and a common attitude and tendency toward socio-onomastic factors are
expressed by individuals residing in low socioeconomic status areas. Based on the studied population in
the current research, the restaurant owners in the area of high socioeconomic status were more optimistic
toward the choice of foreign names in bringing positive commercial outcomes, and being more interesting,
unique and prestigious. Accordingly, it can be concluded that there is a mutual positive tendency in the
areas of high social classes toward the international identities. On the other hand, the restauranteurs in the
area of low socioeconomic status mutually had an optimistic attitude toward using religious names as
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being more unique and prestigious. Moreover, they believed that the choice of foreign and religious names
reflects the global impact of foreign and Islamic culture.

Keywords: Socio-onomastic, Identity, Naming, Restaurants’ names.
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