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ABSTRACT

In this research, we try to apply linguistics studies to the analysis of novels
through critical discourse analysis. Critical discourse analysts take into
consideration those elements of discourse that are hidden medium in order to
preserve power hierarchy. Contrary to descriptive-formal survey of language,
they contend that language can be used intentionally to support dominance,
inequality and struggle against them as well. The novel Bamdad-e Khomaar (The
dawn of lassitude) by Fattaneh Haj Seyyed Javadi is analyzed based on Theo
Van Leeuwen’s research tools namely activation and passivation, nomination
and categorization, identification and functionalization, differentiation, and over
determination. The research demonstrates how the analysis of the novel based on
linguistic research tools, which were used in this research, can help readers to
understand the opinions of the novelist regarding both social classes and women.
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Introduction

Novels are among the most popular literary genres which have been employed by different
authors to indirectly express their opinions. Critical discourse analysis enables us to uncover
these ideas. In this article, Van Leeuwen’s research tools, which can be used to comprehend
covert meanings because of its rich diversity, are applied to analyze the novel Bamdaad-e
khomaar. Two main questions are addressed. The first one is what kind of information applying
these tools can give us regarding the novelist's view about social classes. The second one is
what kind of information can be understood about her view on women.

Review of literature

Critical discourse analysis has been applied to analyze Persian Novels. Part of these studies
including Mirzabayati et al (2019), and Ghanbari and Frirouzian (2021) employed Fairclough’s
ideas. Another part including Ghanbari (2003) and Norouzi (2005) used Van Leeuwen ideas,
which have been explained by Yarmouhammadi (2006). What makes this research distinct is the
fact that this novel is a popular novel targeting an ordinary audience while the majority of the
research merely focuses on novels targeting more intellectual audience. In addition, contrary to
the other research in this framework, a qualitative method has been employed.

Research Methodology

Research tools are from Van Leeuwen (2008). The first one is activation and passivation which
analyzes the rate of being active and passive among the characters, which are Mahboubeh,
Rahim and Mansour. So as to reach a more accurate analysis, they are examined in three
different time periods. Identification and functionalization is the second research tool that
analyzes whether social actors are represented through their personal identity or their roles in
the society. For instance, to bold the social status of Rahim’s relatives, they are represented in
relation to their jobs. Another research tool is differentiation. It addresses how social actors are
divided from person to person as well as from group to group. Mahboubeh often builds the
image of “they” from Rahim and his relatives while she builds the image of “we” from herself
and her relatives. The last tool is overdetermination. This technique is used to naturalize the
behavior of social actors, and it is used a lot in this novel.

Findings

The scrutinization of the novel Bamdaad e Khomaar based on Van Leeuwen’s model helps to
achieve more accurate understandings of the text. In the analysis of activation and passivation, it
is found that Mahboubeh is passivized in pleasant situations, but is activated in unpleasant ones.
The analysis of overdetermination reveals transferring characters from ‘““+contemporary” to “-
contemporary” and at the same time, the existence of signals for a contemporary reader to feel
as if it is also true in today’s situations implies the naturalization of gender discrimination. Also,
that Rahim’s relatives are represented more according to their occupations serves to emphasize
the unpleasant life of Rahim’s relatives as these jobs are confined to low-paid ones. Finally, the
analysis of differentiation shows that there is the grouping “we” and “they” in the novel.

Keywords
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1. Critical discourse analysis
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1. Van Leeuwan
2. Teun A.Van Dijk
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1. Nomination and Categorization
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