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ABSTRACT

Toponymy is a term used for naming a place or a special geographic feature. It is
the scientific study of geographic names. Toponymy is a branch of linguistics
which scientifically studies place names from synchronous and diachronic point
of view. Considered as an important part of cultural heritage, Toponyms, as
linguistic units, are prone to changes that occur in the realm of linguistic. Thus,
an examination of toponyms from the perspective of historical linguistics makes
a great contribution to our historical knowledge of the language and culture of
the people living in that area. This study was conducted to study, in an
etymological way, several toponyms in the Bushehri dialect. The method
employed to carry out this research is a combination of field research and
descriptive-analytical one. Moreover, the tools deployed included voice
recorders, questionnaires, and interviews, wherein the language structure was
made up of vocabulary. The results reveal that these toponyms emanated from
indigenous environmental elements. Hydronyms (i.e., place-names derived from
water), Phyto-toponyms (i.e., place-names derived from plants), Zootoponyms,
and Memotoponyms play an important role in these toponyms. In terms of
morphology, instead of simple names, they are divided into derivatives and
compounds. Suffixes are a key component of these toponyms. Moreover,
concerning derivative constructions, these toponyms are rooted in Iran's ancient
and middle languages. Such toponyms have undergone phonetic, phonological
changes, and dialectal changes from ancient times to the Middle Ages.
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Introduction

Geographical names are a great set of words called “Toponym”, emerging throughout the
centuries. The investigation of toponyms is important, because they can help researchers in
revealing many hidden facts that have completely disappeared except for the Names, and they
can present valuable cultural and anthropological information of an ethnic community, and the
geographical and ethnic considerations of naming toponyms. As linguistic issues, toponyms are
exposed to all kinds of linguistic changes throughout the time.

Methodology.

The research is a combination of analytical, descriptive and field research: first, through a
survey with some native speakers of the age range of 50 to 70 years old, the words were
collected in a field research method. Then, using Indo-European resources, the collected words
were going through etymology and phonetically analyzed in a descriptive-analytical method.
The words were written based on the common signs and method of Persian languages.

Finding and results.

The results show that some toponyms of Bushehr have greatly changed in structure, so that the
analysis of their lexical and semantic structure isn’t possible except through etymological and
historical changes of languages. Today, these toponyms are considered simple; consisting of
prefix, suffix and compounds as the main parts, but they have changed from the ancient times to
middle ages and modern time both in lexical and semantic aspects. The investigation reveals the
linguistic relationships of Bushehri dialects with other languages and dialects of Iran in three
ancient, middle Sother related languages and dialects.
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