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Abstract

Following the political and social developments of
Iran during the Qajar period and considering the
political and social status of Zahir al-Dowleh, the
present research seeks to analyze how the social
currents of this period are reflected in his poems.
Therefore, the main question of the research is how
the social currents of the Qajar period were reflected
in the poems of Zahir al-Dowleh. In other words, the
study aims to answer how the discourse order of this
period was reproduced in his poems. To this end,
Zahir al-Dowleh's poetry collection was evaluated
using Norman Fairclough's critical discourse analysis
approach at three levels: description (linguistic
features of the text), interpretation (relationship
between text and interaction) and explanation
(relationship between interaction and social context).
Also, Maxqda qualitative analysis software was used
for statistical analysis of the findings. The results
showed that the discursive order and the
classification system of the Qajar period were
manifested in Zahir al-Dowleh's discursive functions
in different ways, insuch as selecting formal features
(processes and participants) with experiential,
relational and expressive value. The findings of the
research indicate that Zahir al-Dowleh has created a
counter-discourse by being with the people, from the
position of a critic and ideator, and considers the way
out of the ruling discourse to be the first movement
of everyone towards awareness and then the fight
against oppression.

Keywords: Discourse Analysis, Poetry of the Qajar
Period, Mystical Poetry, Zahir Al-Dowleh, Norman
Fairclough, Sociolinguistics.
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