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ABSTRACT

With the increasing role and strengthened position of advertisements in the
personal, commercial, social, and cultural life of a society, studying it as a
phenomenon becomes necessary. Among various types of advertisements, those
related to tourism can offer a better representation of the host community's
culture. Therefore, the present research, adopting a comparative approach and
relying on Lotman’s semiosphere theory, examines the layers of this
phenomenon and compares them in tourism advertisements of Iran and England.
The data were collected from multiple tourism-specific sources such as tourism
websites and posters shared on social media. The results revealed that action
systems in the form of architectural layers contribute to the convergence of the
discourse present in tourism advertisements in Iran and England. However, the
presence of religious layers in Iranian advertisements and their absence in
English ones highlight a divergence in the discourse of these advertisements.
Thus, while non-cultural elements such as architecture and buildings have
become universal semantic components in this sphere and are present in all
advertisements, non-cultural elements such as specific attire, recreational tools,
and daily life symbols, along with national symbols, play a significant role in the
semiosphere of English advertisements but are absent in Iranian ones.
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Introduction

By increasing the role and strengthening the position of advertisement in the personal,
commercial and socio-cultural life of a society, it becomes necessary to study it as a
phenomenon. Among the types of advertisements, advertisements that are carried out in the
field of tourism; it can show a better expression of the culture of the host society. The
advertisements of each country show the constructive culture of that country, which differs from
one society to another. Today, the type of attitude towards the field of advertising, according to
the experience of changes in the value system, has caused advertising, especially in the field of
tourism, to leave the field of mere function and become a meaningful and multi-dimensional
media, and therefore have a discourse. Therefore, the present research has investigated the
layers of this phenomenon and compared them in the tourist advertisements of Iran and England
with a comparative approach and relying on Lotman's semantic sphere theory.

Method

The current research method is descriptive-analytical and data collection was done using library
sources. The way of doing the analysis was that first the tools of semiotic approach in the
analysis of texts were stated and then the mechanism and role and importance of these tools in
the analysis and reading of advertisements were described and explained with numerous visual
examples. In this research, with a semiotic-semantic approach, the semantic spheres in tourism
advertisements have been examined and compared. The data was collected in the field from
websites (sites) and advertisements (posters), shared on social media, and also by referring to
websites, social networks and other advertising tools in England (from 2018 until now) and Iran
(from 2016 until now). In this research, the tourism advertisements of countries such as Iran and
England were analyzed, which were in the form of brochures and advertisements in printed
form or on popular social networks such as Instagram. For this purpose, six advertisements
(three Iranian advertisements and three advertisements from England) were selected for
analysis. These advertising tools were selected based on the most visited pages and social
networks or numerous advertisements, from which a few images were selected and analyzed
based on Lotman's semantic sphere model.

Finding

The results showed that the action systems in the form of architectural layers make the discourse
in the tourism advertisements in Iran and England closer, while the presence of religious layers
in the Iranian advertisements and the absence of them in the English advertisements indicate the
difference of the discourse in this category of advertisements. Therefore, although the non-
cultural elements of architecture and building in this semantic sphere have become a kind of
semantic universality in this sphere and are present in all advertisements, non-cultural elements
such as special clothing or recreational tools and daily life as well as national symbols English
ads play a prominent role in the semantic field, which is absent in Iranian ads.

Results& Conclusion

The results of the research conducted in the two discourse systems of action and tension showed
how the discourse in the value and cultural layers of the two countries of Iran and England are
close to each other or distanced from each other.
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