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ABSTRACT

The study aims to investigate the analytical reasoning skills of Iranian language
learners and to examine its potential relationship with their intercultural
competence and cultural heritage. This study also seeks to identify important
differences in analytical reasoning and intercultural competence among the three
ethnic groups in this population. For this purpose, a non-random sample of 180
language learners from Fars, Turks and Kurds were purposefully selected from
different English language institutions in Tehran, Tabriz and Sanandaj
respectively. Participants from a homogenous group, including 120 students,
were evaluated based on scores 1 standard deviation above and below the mean,
using Nelson's skill test. Three questionnaires related to analytical reasoning,
intercultural competence, and cultural heritage were selected for the participants.
The collected data were analyzed using statistical methods, such as Pearson's
correlation, one-way analysis of variance, and multivariate analysis of variance.
The findings showed that the first hypothesis, stating that there is no statistically
significant correlation between analytical reasoning and intercultural ability of
English language learners in three separate ethnic groups is confirmed.
Meanwhile, the second hypothesis, stating that there is no significant difference
in analytical reasoning among the three investigated ethnic groups was rejected,
which shows that by assuming a significant difference in analytical reasoning
among the three ethnic groups, it is possible to emphasize the subtle nature of
analytical reasoning among different cultural groups.
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Introduction

Analytical reasoning refers to the ability to think critically, analyze information, and make
sound decisions based on logical evaluation and evidence, which includes breaking down
complex problems into manageable components, understanding the relationships between
different elements, and drawing reasoned conclusions (Paul and Elder, 2006). As Paul and Elder
(2006) emphasize the importance of developing analytical skills for effective second language
learning, this cognitive skill is vital in the different fields of education, business, science, and
everyday decision-making. Parallel to the analytical reasoning, the importance of intercultural
ability, which is known as cultural intelligence, is one of the influential factors in interpersonal
communication (Osareh et al., 2012) and also appears as a central factor in adapting to new
cultural environments (Earley & Ang, 2003). The purpose of the present research is to
investigate the analytical reasoning skills of Iranian language learners and to examine its
potential relationship with their intercultural competence and cultural heritage. This study also
seeks to identify important differences in analytical reasoning and intercultural competence
among the three ethnic groups of Fars, Turks and Kurds in this population.

Method

For this purpose, a non-random sample of 180 language learners from Fars, Turks and Kurds were
purposefully selected from different English language institutions in Tehran, Tabriz and Sanandaj
respectively. Participants from a homogenous group, including 120 students, were evaluated based
on scores 1 standard deviation above and below the mean, using Nelson's skill test. Three
questionnaires related to analytical reasoning, intercultural competence, and cultural heritage were
selected for the participants. The collected data were analyzed using statistical methods, such as
Pearson's correlation, one-way analysis of variance, and multivariate analysis of variance.

Findings

The findings showed that the first hypothesis, stating that there is no statistically significant
correlation between analytical reasoning and intercultural ability of English language learners in
three separate ethnic groups is confirmed. Meanwhile, the second hypothesis, stating that there
is no significant difference in analytical reasoning among the three investigated ethnic groups
was rejected, which shows that by assuming a significant difference in analytical reasoning
among the three ethnic groups.

Results & Conclusion

The results of Pearson's correlation analysis indicated the lack of significant correlation between
analytical reasoning and intercultural competence among three distinct ethnic groups of Iranian
language learners, and as a result, the first hypothesis, that there is a relationship between analytical
reasoning and intercultural competence of English language learners in three distinct ethnic groups
was confirmed. Also, by rejecting the second null hypothesis that there is a significant difference in
analytical reasoning among three ethnic groups, there is a significant difference in innovation,
maturity, and participation among Persians, Turks, and Kurds, which is in line with recent research
by Lee et al. (2021) and Nguyen et al. (2023), based on the need to consider cultural details in
evaluating the analytical reasoning abilities of learners, and with the study of Karamesh (2013),
based on the role of intercultural competence in language teaching classes, especially oral skills,
interpersonal and social interactions are aligned. In summary, analytical reasoning appears as a
central factor in education, especially in foreign language learning. Identifying different levels of
analytical reasoning among different ethnic groups provides valuable insights for adjusting
educational strategies to enhance analytical reasoning abilities.
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1. Cultural Intelligence

2. Peterson

3. Van Dyne

4. Cultural Metacognition
5. Cultural Cognition
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1. Cultural Motivation
2. Cultural Behavior
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