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ABSTRACT

The current research is a historical and linguistic study of the first women
publications in the post-constitutional era. Examining the demands of women in
these publications can be a way to understand the nature of women's movements
until today. In this regard and to answer how women's voices are expressed in
their published works, all the available issues of the two magazines "Shokofeh"
and "Zaban Zannan" in the National Library, of Iran as well as a number of
books and articles related to the historiography of women's movements, were
used as the corpus of the research. Based on Lacla and Mouffe's discourse
theory, articulations of the dominant discourses of these publications were
examined. By taking into account the historical and social conditions the study
showed that the confrontation between tradition and modernity played an
essential role in the emergence of these discourses. Perhaps it can be concluded
that the main signifiers of the discourse of modernity, with the help of the
signifiers of the discourse of tradition, led to the formation of empty signifiers,
some of which did not enter the social imagination, and emerged as suppressed
concepts in other historical periods and in other forms, also brought social
movements.
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Introduction

Language, as a social action, covers us and we are so immersed in it that we cannot ignore its
effects on our surroundings and we are unaware of its constructive role in the social, cultural
and political currents around us. In this regard, the media and the press reflect the same presence
of language in our social, political and cultural life. In fact, press institutions are the place of
representation of generally dominant discourses and the conflict between these discourses. The
post-constitutional woman, who has been struggling with innumerable ambivalences and
sufferings in a not so modern society, by reflecting her struggles and controversies in the press,
plays an important role in introducing a group of people in the society who until then did not
have a chance to express themselves and were always considered inferior. Examining and
following up these publications shows the interaction between the discourses formed around the
issues related to women, highlighting them and in some cases turning them into stream-forming
changes. The study of the language of this press was done as the first arena for the presence of
women in social issues in order to answer many questions. The upcoming research is an attempt
to answer the question of how the voice of women is expressed and manifested in the texts
published by them in opposition to the two great discourses of tradition and modernity.

Method

The present research is a historical and linguistic review of the resources available in the
National Library of Iran, including all the available issues of two title of the first woman
publications and the books available in the field of women's rights from the constitution to the
present. The investigated publications are Shokoofeh and Zabaane Zanaan. Shokoofeh was
published every fifteen days for 4 years and 67 issues of it are available in the National Library.
32 issues of the first course of Zabaane Zanaan that were examined in this research were also
available. The books under review are the writings of well-known women's studies activists,
including Janet Afari, Elise Sanasarian, Afsaneh Najmabadi, Homa Natig, and Mangal Bayat. In
order to clarify some ambiguities and lack of data, some articles related to women's movements
published since the constitution were also examined. The selection of articles and books was
made on the basis that they directly addressed women's publications, associations and
movements. The data analysis in this article was based on the theory of Lacla and Moff (1985).
Using the key concepts of this theory, the dominant discourses identified in the publications and
their articulation method were criticized and investigated. In fact, the data of the present
research are high-frequency words that were considered meaningful in the political discourse of
the day. Based on the frequency of occurrence of these words, central signifiers, floating
signifiers, null signifiers, moments and elements were considered, which always have a conflict
between them.

Findings

By examining the articles and notes written in the reviewed publications and quantitatively
evaluating the content discussed in these publications, micro discourses were identified around
the two major discourses of tradition and modernity, which have appeared in the form of
floating signs, and there are conflicts and even eclecticism among them have been taken place.
The main signs addressing were Sharia law, hijab, gender identity, learning science and finally
social demands. The articulation of floating signifiers and their transformation into moments in
social unrest were shown. Also, the overlapping of signs, the subjectivity of writers and their
demands were highlighted.

Discussion and conclusion

By following up the demands of women in these publications, it was shown how their demands
were diverted from the individual sphere to the social sphere, and in the social unrest resulting
from the constitutional changes, women found political agency to challenge the dominant
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discourses. Despite what they thought Although the authors of these publications had goals such
as cultural promotion, promotion of learning and recognition of the neglected rights of women,
as an inferior group, the examination of the components of the discourse in these publications
showed that addressing their concerns in these publications is always with a status quo also was
conservative. Examining the frequent floating signifiers of the discourses of these publications
also shows that, in order to stabilize the signifiers related to the modern discourse, women have
always taken help from the signifiers of the traditional discourse, and they have taken advantage
of the overlap of some concepts in the two discourses and have legitimized a discourse such as
women's education, which is under attack by the dominant extremist traditional discourse.
Based on the theory of Lacla and Mouffe, it may be possible to conclude that some concepts
borrowed from the discourse of modernity, since they did not spread to the whole society and
did not enter the social imagination, never became hegemonic and emerged as repressed
concepts in other historical periods. They also brought with them other forms of representation,
and even social movements.
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1. Nodal Point
2. Floating signifier
3. Articulation
4. social dislocation
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1. social imagination
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