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ABSTRACT

Speech acts as the pragmatic part of the language have significant role in the
social status representation of society people. So, investigating speech acts of the
novel characters can enhance pragmatic and sociolinguistic knowledge of the
foreign language learners and improve sociocultural knowledge of the foreigners
about a speech community. According to the necessity and importance of this
issue in Persian learning, and the lack of local social researches in applied
linguistics and Teaching Persian to Speakers of Other Languages (TPSOL),
through a qualitative content analysis method, the present study investigates
speech acts used in Simin Daneshvar’s “Soovashoon” Persian novel. The results
show that the male and female characters of this novel have used the assertive,
directive, and expressive speech acts more than the commissive, and declarative
speech acts. Moreover, a comparative analysis of the results shows that Iranian
women, in both the urban and rural contexts, follow almost the same pattern in
using Searle’s (1969) speech acts.
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Introduction

The “Sociology of language” is considered as the branch of linguistics called “sociolinguistics”.
“Sociolinguistics” is the study of language in relation to social factors and consists of “macro-
sociolinguistics” and “micro-sociolinguistics”. “Sociology of language” and the “social
psychology of language” are considered as being part of macro-sociolinguistics and micro-
sociolinguistics includes “speech acts” and “conversation analysis”. Literature as the important
part of language and speech acts as the pragmatic part of the language have significant role in
the social status representation of society people. Novels are one of the main and effective parts
of literature in language learning. So, investigating speech acts of the novel characters can
enhance sociolinguistic, pragma-linguistic and socio-pragmatic knowledge of foreign language
learners and improve sociocultural knowledge of foreigners about a speech community.

Methodology

According to the necessity and importance of speech acts in Persian learning, and the lack of
native social researches in applied linguistics and Teaching Persian to Speakers of Other
Languages (TPSOL), through a qualitative content analysis method, the present study
investigates speech acts used in Simin Daneshvar’s “Soovashoon” Persian novel.

Discussion
“Pragma-linguistics” is the interface between linguistics and pragmatics and “socio-pragmatics”
is the relationship between social factors and pragmatics. A “speech act”, as the main part of
pragmatics and sociolinguistics, is a sentence or utterance which has both preposition or
locutionary meaning and illocutionary meaning or force and can enhance pragma-linguistic and
socio-pragmatic knowledge of foreign language learners. There are many different kinds of
speech acts, such as requests, commands, promises, etc. Searle (1969) established a five-part
classification of speech acts:

a. Commissive: A Speech act that commits the speaker to doing something in the future, such as
a promise.

b. Declarative: A speech act which changes the state of affairs in the world. For example,
during the wedding ceremony the act of marriage is performed when the phrase | now
pronounce you man and wife is uttered.

c: Directive: A speech act that the function of getting the listener to do something, such as a
suggestion, a request, or a command.

d: Expressive: A Speech act in which the speaker expresses feelings and attitudes about
something, such as an apology, or a complaint.

e: Representative/Assertive: A speech act which describes states or events in the world, such as
an assertion, a claim, or a report.

This categorization can make the recognition different kinds of speech acts easier especially for

language learners.

Conclusion

The results show that the male and female characters of “Soovashoon” novel have used the
assertive, directive, and expressive speech acts more than the commissive, and declarative
speech acts. Moreover, a comparative analysis of the results shows that Iranian women, in both
the urban and rural contexts, follow almost the same pattern in using Searle’s (1969) speech
acts. As mentioned before, literature in general and novels in particular can improve foreign
Persian learners’ speech acts knowledge and make them familiar with different kinds of speech
acts. So, it is important that Persian language teachers to consider Persian novels as an authentic
material to teach Persian to speakers of other languages specially to improve pragmatic
knowledge of foreign Persian learners in Iran.
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