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ABSTRACT

Bonabi variety is one of the important varieties of Azerbaijani in Iran. Although
most of female names in this variety are loan words, but all of these words in
speech and casual language are a function of Bonabi variety. The aim of present
research is to study the effect of social variables (education and age) on the
phonetic representation of /e/ in the final syllable of female names in the
framework of Labov’s proposed theory based on sociolinguistics (1966, 2006)
in Bonabi variety of Azerbaijani. In this research the method of data collection is
interview. 60 female names from 60 native speakers of Bonabi variety were
collected. From all of these 60 participants were asked that they introduce
themselves. The participants were divided into three groups based on the
variables of education and two groups based on age. Due to illiteracy of some
participants only the casual and spoken style was studied. The data research were
analyzed by means of column charts. The data analysis shows that social
variables is effective on the Phonetic representation of /e/ in the final syllable of
female names in the Bonabi variety of Azerbaijani. In fact, the phonetic
representation of this phoneme is a function of social variables.
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Introduction

Turkish language is one of the ancient languages and has a history of about fifteen hundred
years and is spoken in different dialects. This language is used in a wide area from North Asia,
North and West China to West Asia, parts of the Middle East, Mediterranean coasts, Central
Asia and Eastern Europe. One of the important branches of the Turkish language is the
Azerbaijani Turkish language. This language is the language of the people of the Azerbaijan
region of Iran and other Azerbaijani regions of Iran and the official language of the Republic of
Azerbaijan. The Azerbaijani Turkish language is also common as a spoken language in the
eastern regions of Turkey and southern Georgia and Dagestan. In Iran, Azerbaijani Turkish
language has different dialects and accents. For example: Turkmen, Khorasani, Kazakh Turkish,
Khalji and etc., but the largest number of its speakers are the dialects of the northwestern region
of Iran, such as Tabrizi, Maragheh, Urmia, Qara Daghi and etc.

Bonabi variety is one of the important varieties of Azerbaijani in Iran. Although most of
female names in this variety are loan words, but all of these words in speech and casual
language are a function of Bonabi variety. The aim of present research is to study the effect of
social variables (education and age) on the phonetic representation of /e/ in the final syllable of
female names in Bonabi variety of Azerbaijani base on the proposed framework of Labov. One
of his theories is apparent - time. Apparent time is a methodological structure in sociolinguistics
by which language change is studied by comparing the speech of people of different ages. If the
change of language is taking place, according to the apparent - time theory, the older
generations will represent the initial form of the language and the younger generations will
represent the later form. Therefore, the direction of language change can be identified by
comparing younger and older speakers .

Method

A survey method has been used in this research and the method of data collection is interview.
60 female names from 60 native speakers of Bonabi variety were collected. From all of these 60
participants were asked that they introduce themselves. The participants were divided into three
groups based on the variables of education and two groups based on age. Due to illiteracy of
some participants only the casual and spoken style was studied. The data research were
analyzed by means of column charts.

Findings

The data analysis shows that social variables is effective on the Phonetic representation of /e/ in
the final syllable of female names in the Bonabi variety of Azerbaijani. In fact, the phonetic
representation of this phoneme is a function of social variables.

Results and Conclusion

In general, after examining preliminary research and data analysis through column charts, it can
be concluded that there is a significant difference between age and education groups in the
phonetic representation of the /e/ phoneme in the final syllable of female names of the Turkish-
Azerbaijani Banabi variety. According to the findings of the research, the phoneme /e/ in the
age group of 40-60 years old with high education has the highest rate of occurrence of the
phoneme /e/ and the lowest occurrence of the phoneme /e/ in the group of 61-80 years old with
very low education. This is in line with the results of research in this field. The non-use of the
phoneme /e/ in this group can be justified by using the hypothesis of the apparent time of Labov.
According to this hypothesis, the phonological system and linguistic structures of each person
are fixed in adulthood and rarely change after that. In other words, according to this hypothesis,
older generations will represent an early form of language and younger generations will
represent the next form, and this research also represents the hypothesis.
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