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ABSTRACT

The present research attempts to investigate the European toponyms using two
linguistic criteria. The first index is to determine the main factor in the name of
each country. In other words, the first question is, what political, social,
geographical, religious, etc. factors played a role in European toponyms? The
second factor was related to their translation studies in Persian language. In this
part, the word formation processes which are used for naming European
countries in Persian is investigated. To this end, 54 European country names
extracted. The results of the research regarding the first criterion showed that the
name of the tribe is considered the most influential factor, because a total of 28
countries in Europe are named after the tribe or nation that were the first
inhabitants of that geographical area. In addition, factors such as geographic
region or feature, person, animal, historical monument and natural element are
also involved in the naming of European countries. The results related to the
second question showed that borrowing is the most important factor in the use of
European toponyms in Persian; Because the toponyms of 44 countries are used in
Farsi based on the direct borrowing process. After borrowing, the processes of
borrowed translation and innovation have also been involved in the use of
European toponyms in Persian.
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Introduction

Studying proper names is one of the interesting scopes in Humanity sciences. As stated by
Zandi and Ahmadi (2016, p.102), proper names studies would be considered by researchers in
different fields such as Philosophy, Psychology, Sociology, Anthropology, Literature,
Translation Studies, History, Archeology, Cultural Studies. Onomastics is a subfield of Social
Linguistics which concentrates on the study of proper names from linguistic perspective. The
present study investigates the European toponyms based on two linguistic criteria. The first
criterion is the main factor for calling European countries; in other word, we try to determine
the different factors of the European toponyms including social, political, geographical,
religious and etc. The second criterion is related to Persian equivalences of European toponyms.
In this part, the word formation processes which are used for naming European countries in
Persian will be investigated. Studying the European toponyms based on etymological and
translational perspective would provide considerable information not only for Linguists and
translators but also for the researchers in Geography, History and Inter-cultural studies.

Method

The present study is a descriptive-analytical one which data collection is done by exploring the
United Nation official website (un.org/dgacm/en/content/regional-groups) and also the reliable
website of geographical information (worldometers.info). The corpus of this study consists of
54 European country names; including 48 European countries in the United Nation official
website, extracting 3 other countries from worldometers website and adding England, Scotland
and Wales to them. In both mentioned websites the Great Britain is consider as a country and
England, Scotland and Wales did not mention but for our goal in the present study, three
mentioned countries also added to the corpus.

Findings
Findings of the first goal revealed that there are 6 general factors for the name of European
countries. Based on these factors, 28 European toponyms are based on a tribe or race name, 10
country names are in accordance with Geographical zone or feature, 8 countries named after a
person name, 4 other countries based on animal names, the name of 3 countries derived from a
famous monument on that area and finally the name of 1 European country based on a natural
element. Accordingly, the following hierarchy is presented for social factors in European
countries naming:
Tribe or Race> Geographical zone or feature> Person> Animal> Monument> Natural element

Findings of the second goal revealed that there are 3 word-formation Processes in the usage
of European country names in Persian. Based on these word-formation Processes, in Persian,
44 European toponyms borrowed from other languages. Eight toponyms are calque or loan
translation and 3 other countries are the result of coinage in Persian. Accordingly, the following
hierarchy is presented for word-formation processes in the usage of European country names in
Persian:

Borrowing >Loan translation > Coinage

Table 1. Social Factors for European country names

Factor Number Toponyms

Albania, Germany, Slovakia, Slovenia, Estonia, England,
Belgium, Bulgaria, Hungary, Denmark, France, Finland, Latvia,
Race or Tribe 8 Lithuania, Macedonia, Romania, Russia, Sweden, Scotland,
Serbia, Croatia, Poland, Malt, Belarus, Armenia, kingdom of

Britain, Turkey, Wales.

Geographical 10 Austria, Ukraine, Island, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro,
zone/feature Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Andorra, Monaco.
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Factor Number Toponyms

Ireland, Czech Republic, Greece, Switzerland, San Marino,

Person 8 Georgia, Israel, Gibraltar.

Animal 4 Italy, Spain, Moldavia, Faroes Islands.
Monument 3 Luxembourg, Liechtenstein, Azerbaijan.

Natural 1 c

Element yprus

Table 2. word-formation process for European country names in Persian

Process Number Toponyms

Albania, Germany, Slovakia, Slovenia, Estonia,
Belgium, kingdom of Britain, Turkey, Wales,
Croatia, Malt, Denmark, France, Finland, Latvia,
Lithuania, Macedonia, Romania, Russia, Sweden,
44 Scotland, Austria, Ukraine, Island, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Montenegro, Netherlands, Norway,
Portugal, Andorra, Monaco, Ireland, Czech
Republic, Switzerland, San Marino, Israel,
Gibraltar, Italy, Spain, Moldavia, Faroes Islands,
Luxembourg, Liechtenstein, Cyprus.

Borrowing

Georgia, England, Bulgaria, Hungary, Poland,

Loan Translation 8 Armenia, Belarus, Serbia.

Coinage 2 Greece, Azerbaijan.

Results & Conclusion

The results of the first goal of the present study reveal that there are 6 factors for the European
toponyms. Among them, the name of tribes and nations is the most popular one since is used in
28 European toponyms. Other factors are the name of Geographical feature or zone, the name of
a person, the name of an animal, the name of a monument or the name of a natural element. The
results of the second criterion also shows that there are 3-word formation processes for naming
European toponyms including Borrowing, loan translation and coinage. The most popular one is
borrowing which is used in 44 Persian equivalents of European toponyms. Loan translation is
used for the formation of 7 European toponyms in Persian and only one of European toponyms
is the result of coinage in Persian.
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