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ABSTRACT

Mazandarani language (The variety used in Mazandaran province) is one of the
ancient Iranian languages, which has been the language of the natives living in
the northern regions of Iran since distant past. In recent years, as a result of
social, cultural, economic and political developments, this language has
undergone countless transformations and changes and its number of speakers has
decreased. Now it seems that language transition to Farsi has happened not only
in the context of Mazandarani families but also in the use of the language in
offices, alleys and streets. The purpose of this research is to investigate the status
of Mazandarani language and its level of endangerment based on the nine
indexes of UNESCO. Analysis of data shows that based on the pattern of
intergenerational language transmission, Mazandarani language is at level 3
(definitely endangered), and based on the patterns of the absolute number of
speakers, the proportion of speakers in the total population and the trends in
existing language domains at level 2 (strongly endangered). Also, from the point
of view of the pattern of response to new domains and media, the pattern of
materials for language education and literacy and the pattern of amount and
quality of Mazandarani documentation it is at the lowest level (ziro grade).
Examining the pattern of governmental and institutional language attitudes and
policies shows that Mazandarani is at level 3 (definitely endangered). The
attitude of the language community members toward their mother tongue shows
that Mazandarani is at the lowest level.
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Introduction

Mazandarani language (The variety used in Mazandaran province), is one of the ancient Iranian
languages, which has been the language of the natives living in the northern regions of Iran
since distant past. In recent years, as a result of social, cultural, economic and political
developments, this language has undergone countless transformations and changes and its
number of speakers has decreased So that now it seems that language transition to Farsi has
happened not only in the context of Mazandarani families but also in the use of the language.
The purpose of this research is to investigate the status of Mazandarani language and its level of
endangerment based on the nine indexes of UNESCO.

Method

This research has used qualitative and quantitative methods to reach the goals of the research. In
the qualitative part, using the nine indexes of UNESCO, the danger level of the Mazandarani
language was identified. The interviewees include 50 specialists in the field of sociology and
linguistics in Mazandaran province in the age group of 30-60 years. In the quantitative part, a
guestionnaire was designed to collect the data of this research. The respondents include 300
Mazandarani speakers aged 20-60 in the cities of Jouybar, Sari, Noor, Amol and Behshahr. The
way to reach the speakers was through calling and publishing the link of the questionnaire in
virtual groups of Mazandarani. In this research, a multi-stage sampling method was used, which
includes both random and non-random sampling. In the first stage, the speakers present in the
virtual space were selected as a sample and the available sampling method was used. But in the
second stage, to select the respondents, the method was completely random, that is, all the
speakers had an equal chance to be in the sample population.

Finding

In this research, the contribution of each of the nine indexes in the risk level of the Mazandarani
language was investigated. Analysis of data shows that based on the pattern of intergenerational
language transmission, Mazandarani language is at level 3 (definitely endangered), and based on
the patterns of the absolute number of speakers, the proportion of speakers in the total
population and the trends in existing language domains at level 2 (strongly endangered). Also,
from the point of view of the pattern of response to new domains and media, the pattern of
materials for language education and literacy and the pattern of amount and quality of
Mazandarani documentation it is at the lowest level (ziro grade). Examining the pattern of
governmental and institutional language attitudes and policies shows that Mazandarani is at
level 3 (definitely endangered). The attitude of the language community members toward their
mother tongue shows that Mazandarani is at the lowest level.

Results & Conclusion
In general, the findings of the research indicate a gradual decrease in the use of the Mazandarani
language in the province, and its replacement by the Persian language.

Keywords
Mazandarani language, Language endangerment, UNESCO indexes, Language attitude, Language
use, Sociolinguistics.
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