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ABSTRACT

"The increasing impact of advertising on human life is undeniable. Utilizing
various communication methods such as verbal, visual, kinetic, spatial, and
auditory, in the form of multimodal texts, can persuade and convince the
audience to purchase goods and services more effectively than in the past. In this
context, the role of language and image, and their intersemiotic relationship with
each other and with other modes in meaning making, is significant. The present
study, using a combined framework in the form of a qualitative study of a
semiotic nature, examines the interaction of language and image (static and
moving) in television and print advertisements, and investigates the effectiveness
of each of these two modes in multimodal advertising texts. The results show
that, although multimodal texts, as a semantic whole, are the result of the
performance of all modes, each of the modes has a different impact. In television
advertisements, the role of language in constructing and conveying meaning is
greater than that of the image, but in the print version of the same
advertisements, the effectiveness of these two modes is different from each other.

KEYWORDS
Intersemiosis, Advertising, Image, text, Media, Multimodality.

Copyright © 2024 The Authors. Published by Payame Noor University.

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International
license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/). Non-commercial uses of the work are

permitted, provided the original work is properly cited.


https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/

Journal of Sociolinguistics | Volume 7 (New series volume), Issue 3, Serial 27, Summer 2024 20

Introduction

Concurrent with scientific advancements and the emergence of new media, research in the field
of information transfer has shifted its focus from language as the predominant mode to
examining how different modes interact to produce meaning. Although the philosophy behind
the turn to multimodal studies is to move beyond the single-mode (language-centric) view of
communication and to explore the capabilities and roles of other sign systems in meaning
construction, what remains neglected in this context is a clear explanation of how different
modes interact to create meaning, as well as the relationship between these modes, particularly
the relationship between image and language in text. The present study, employing a combined
approach, analyzes the relationship between text and image (both moving and static) in
advertisements across two media: television and newspapers.

Method

This study focuses on two television commercials and their corresponding print advertisements.
The selected advertisements are from two home appliance companies, Clever and Pakshoma.
The video advertisements were extracted from the Aparat platform, and the images, which
include the advertising announcements of these two companies, were collected from their
respective websites. Both advertisements were released in early January 2023. A qualitative
semiotic approach was used in this research. First, the videos were divided into different frames
and analyzed based on Kress and van Leeuwen's (2006) model. The print versions of the
advertisements were also examined according to Martinec and Salway's (2005) model.
Subsequently, based on the indicators mentioned in these two models, the multimodal
relationships between text and image (both static and dynamic) were analyzed.

Findings

Visual elements can significantly enhance a viewer's ability to comprehend text, but a common
instance where text aids visual elements is often found in films. In examining the relationship
between text and image in the Clever TV commercial, among the four selected frames, in three
frames, the text assists the image, expands upon it, and by adding new information, makes
understanding the meaning easier for the viewer. However, in the Pakshoma film, the use of
high modality, manifested in the use of a variety of colors, backgrounding, and foregrounding of
participants, has made the overall atmosphere more realistic. In this film as well, the text aids
the image and conveys the intended meaning to the viewer. The space in print advertisements is
different. In both mentioned examples, the contribution of language and image to clarifying
meaning is not equal. In one, language, and in the other, the image assists in this regard.

Results and conclusion

Although in the analysis of multimodal texts, particularly advertisements, there is an emphasis
on the interaction of different modes without prioritizing verbal or visual aspects, there are
advertisements that are incomprehensible without language, and it is generally rare to find an
advertisement without text in advertising collections. A more in-depth analysis of intermodality
can clarify the specific role of a mode (language, image, etc.) in understanding meaning.
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