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ABSTRACT

Sociolinguistics, utilizing a synchronic approach, has transformed onomastics
from a traditional framework into a field for studying contemporary society,
examining it from various perspectives. This study investigates the naming
patterns of schools in Gonabad located in South of Razavi Khorasan in terms of
social categories, including types of names (anthropocentric and non-
anthropocentric), as well as linguistic aspects (phonological and grammatical
structures). This research is descriptive-analytical and employing both library
and field research methods. The statistical population includes all schools in
Gonabad, which are divided into public and private categories. The sample size
consists of 396 names of urban and rural primary and secondary schools,
spanning the period before and after the Islamic Revolution. The results indicate
that anthropocentric names are more prevalent in the naming of Gonabad
schools, and within the non-anthropocentric category, names tend to lean
towards the abstract subcategory. In the domain of identity-related names, the
highest frequency pertains to national identity. Regarding notable people, the
highest number of names belongs to non-contemporary people (specifically the
Islam Prophet and his family), and in terms of gender, male names outnumber
female names.
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Introduction

"Sociolinguistics" examines language as a cultural and social phenomenon, focusing on the
relationship between language and society and culture. Among the topics related to
sociolinguistics that interest sociolinguists, the subject of "social nomenclature" stands out.

Nomenclature, as an interdisciplinary field within language and culture, investigates the role
of names in identifying human identity, their connection to the past, and the effects of cultural
and linguistic transformations on names. In this regard, social nomenclature pays particular
attention to the social, cultural, and historical dimensions of names.

Sociolinguistics, utilizing a synchronic approach, has transformed nomenclature from a
traditional framework into a discipline that contributes to studying society, exploring it from
various perspectives. This research examines the naming patterns of schools in the Gonabad
county located in South Khorasan Razavi, focusing on social categories, including the type of
names (human-centered and non-human-centered), and linguistic issues (phonological and
grammatical structures). In this study, the human-centered names are analyzed based on three
variables: identity (transnational, national, local), gender (male and female), and contemporary
and non-contemporary notable people categorized under subtopics (scientific, literary, social,
prophets and their family, political-military, religious, artistic, religious scholars, and
philosophers). Non-human-centered names are also divided into subcategories (nature-centered,
place-centered, time-centered, and abstract).

Method

This research is descriptive-analytical and employs both library and field research methods. The
statistical population of the study includes all schools in Gonabad county, categorized into
public and non-public sectors. The sample size consists of 396 names of primary and secondary
schools in urban and rural areas before and after the Islamic Revolution.

Findings

According to Chart 1, the highest frequency of names pertains to the human-centered group
with 261 instances. Among non-human-centered names, the abstract subcategory (meaningful
names) with 90 cases represents the highest frequency, attributed to the predominance of
ideological-revolutionary content.
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Chart 1. Distribution of the highest frequency of subcategories of sociolinguistics in schools of Gonabad
County

In the examination of human-centered names, the variable of "national identity" showed 85
instances, and "male gender" presented 117 instances, marking the highest frequencies. In the
celebrity category, non-contemporary notable people, with 78 instances, were more frequently
used than contemporary notable people

The majority inclination for naming among contemporary notable people belonged to the
political-military subcategory with 38 instances, while for non-contemporary notable people, it
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related to the subcategory of prophets and their family with 30 instances.

According to Chart 2, in phonological analysis, "three-syllable” names showed 136
instances, and names ending with a "closed final syllable™ had 218 instances, representing the
highest frequencies. In morphological structure, there was a stronger inclination towards simple
words with 136 instances, and in syntactic-lexical combinations, additive combinations with 43
instances indicated the most inclination. In terms of grammatical categories, nouns
predominated significantly with 299 instances, surpassing adjectives.
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Chart 2. Distribution of the highest frequency of subcategories of linguistics in schools of Gonabad
County

Results &Conclusion

The results of this study indicate that the naming patterns of schools in Gonabad county are
influenced by social, cultural, and linguistic factors. The high frequency of human-centered
names and the inclination towards naming with religious and political-military themes following
the revolution reflect a focus on religious and national values in this region. Furthermore, the
trend towards naming with non-contemporary notable people and insufficient attention to
contemporary notable people presents challenges in the naming of schools in this county.
Therefore, the findings suggest the need to establish a balance in future school naming towards
lesser-used contemporary notable people like Maryam Mirzakhani, Professor Majid Samii, and
Dr. Mahmoud Hesabi. Additionally, emphasizing local and indigenous identity by using names
like Professor Mohammad Parvin Gonabadi and Sheikh Mohammad Tagi Bohlul Gonabadi can
strengthen local identity in the youth and adolescent generation. Ultimately, this may help
mitigate the identity crisis, which is increasingly recognized as a social issue.
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