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ABSTRACT

The effectiveness of using the first language to teach a second language has
always been controversial. There are different approaches to use or not to use the
first language in second language teaching. Learning a second language is
basically a bilingual synchronization analysis in which Persian learners try to
keep the first and second languages in mind in harmony with each other. The use
of the mother tongue of Foreign Persian learners has a practical role in
explaining, describing contradictions and clarifying the concepts of the second
language. The use of the mother tongue also helps Persian learners to better
understand their identity, culture and language. If the mother tongue as a strategy
can stimulate all sources of language knowledge, it should be used in teaching a
second language. The purpose of this study is to examine the views and attitudes
of foreign Persian learners about the importance and role of mother tongue in
learning and using Persian as a second language in Iran. The results show that in
general, the views and attitudes of foreign Persian learners toward the
importance and role of the mother tongue were such that the use of the mother
tongue in the Persian language class was considered effective and applicable in
these three cases: 1. at the elementary level 2. In Cases where some words,
sentences, concepts, and themes are very difficult and complex to understand for
Persian learners. 3. When there are differences in the structure of the first and
second languages. Otherwise, the use of the Persian language in all (other)
circumstances was considered functional and essential.
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Introduction

There are various views in agreement or disagreement with the use of the first language for second
language teaching. Second language acquisition is essentially a bilingual synchronization analysis
in which Persian learners try to keep the first and second languages in harmony with each other in
their minds. The use of the native language of Persian learners has a practical role in explanations,
explaining contradictions and clarifying second language concepts. The monolingual approach is
actually one of the fundamental theoretical foundations of second language teaching in the
twentieth century, which is the source of many popular and influential models in the history of
language teaching. Popular methods such as the auditory, conversational and activity-based
methods all consider the ideal language classroom to be one in which the use of the native
language should be avoided. Along with the development of science, its issues and problems also
emerged, among the most important of which is the problem that arises from the conflict between
the patterns of the native language system and the structure of the foreign language or second
language, and the learner experiences new problems under the strong influence of the native
language. The first language, which is called the language of adaptation or adaptation, is formed at
the beginning of life to adapt to the cultural environment of each individual, and individuals know
the world around them through the lens of the first language, and it is easier to express their
thoughts and creativity in the first language.

Review of Literature

In an interesting theoretical study by Schneider (1979), based on recent work by biologists and
psychologists, it is argued that the exclusion of the mother tongue in second language classes is
physiologically and psychologically unsound, that to a certain extent the use of the first
language in the classroom is inevitable and indeed desirable, and that any subsequent foreign
language learning should be based on the first language. Several other studies report how non-
English speaking teachers of a Chinese-speaking and an ltalian-speaking teacher alternate
between teaching English and their native language in the classroom. The former spends 70%
and the latter 30% of the class time using their native language, and thus both use the former for
specific purposes: (1) for translation; (2) to assess comprehension; (3) to clarify material; as a
code of solidarity, a sign of membership and interpersonal communication; and (5) to explain
procedures and instructions. We recommend that you compare these uses with some of the
results that we report later in this article. In a more recent and relevant article, Atkinson (1987)
gives a comprehensive overview of the current situation, summarising the reasons for this and
listing some general advantages of using the mother tongue. He then points out the dangers of
overusing the mother tongue and suggests that the mother tongue should be used in the
following situations to stimulate learners: Use of the language (at all levels) Assessment of
comprehension at all levels Instruction at early levels, co-operation between learners
Discussions on classroom teaching methods at early levels, language teaching and
reinforcement, mainly. Monitoring comprehension, assessment and development of useful
learning techniques.

Purpose

The purpose of the present study is the perspective and attitude of foreign Persian learners
regarding the role of the native language in learning and using Persian as a second language in
Iran.

Methodology

The method of the present study was conducted in the form of non-face-to-face interviews. The
research population is foreign Persian learners in advanced and postgraduate courses at Allameh
Tabatabaei University in Tehran and Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, a total of 35 people were
selected by simple random sampling. In the research findings, a number of foreign Persian
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learners from Japan, Korea, Turkey, Russia, etc. mentioned a number of points and their
opinions about the importance and position of the mother tongue in learning a second language.

Results

The research results show that in general, the views and attitudes of foreign Persian learners
regarding the importance and role of the mother tongue were such that they considered the use
of the mother tongue in the Persian language class effective and useful only in five cases: 1. At
introductory levels; 2. In cases where some words, sentences, concepts, themes and terms are
very difficult for Persian learners to understand and comprehend; 3. When differences are
observed in the structure of the first and second languages; 4. Understanding abstract concepts;
5. Cultural differences in the first and second languages. Otherwise, they considered the use of
Persian to be better and mandatory in all situations. Many Persian learners also mentioned bias
and comparing the culture of their mother tongue with the culture of the Persian language.
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Mother tongue, Second language, Foreign Persian learners
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