Journal of Sociolinguistics

Open Access

Spring (2025), Volume 8 (New series volume), Issue 2, Serial 30: 51-69

DOI: https://doi.org/10.30473/11.2024.70779.1637

ORIGINAL ARTICLE

Step Towards Developing a Classified and Levelled Guide to
Cultural Components as the Fifth Skill in Language Learning

Saba Chakhmachi dovom'iD, Bahman Zandi’iD, Maryam §S. Ghiasian’iD, Arezoo

Najafian*iD

1. Ph.D. Candidate in Linguistics,
Department of Linguistics,
Postgraduate Education Center,
Payame Noor, Tehran, Iran.

2. Professor of Linguistics,
Department of Linguistics,
Postgraduate  Education  Center,

Payame Noor, Tehran, Iran.

3. Associated  professor  of
Linguistics, Department of
Linguistics, Postgraduate Education
Center, Payame Noor, Tehran, Iran.
4.  Associated  professor  of
Linguistics, Department of
Linguistics, Postgraduate Education
Center, Payame Noor, Tehran, Iran.

Correspondence:

Saba Chakhmachi dovom
Email:
Sabachakhmachi@student.pnu.ac.ir

Received: 06/Mar/2024
Revised: 24/Jun/2023
Accepted: 28/Jul/2025

How to cite:

Chakhmachi dovom, S.; Zandi, B.;
Ghiasian, M.S.; Najafian, A. (2025). A
Step Towards Developing a Classified
and Levelled Guide to Cultural
Components as the Fifth Skill in

Language Learning, Journal of
Sociolinguistics, 8 (30), 51-69.
(DOI: )

ABSTRACT

The close relationship between language and culture leads to their mutual
influence on each other. Many researchers in the field of language teaching
consider culture alongside the target language as a primary focus. This study
aims to answer questions such as which cultural components presented in the
Common European Framework of Reference are and which are prioritized by
teachers in the field of teaching Persian to non-Persian speakers, and ultimately
to compile a list of cultural components. The research is based on the most
common cultural assumptions in language teaching. Data collection is done both
library-based and field-based. Twenty teachers responded to the questionnaires.
The analysis of the questionnaires was done based on the frequency of the most
votes for the components, and the results were aligned with the cultural content
of the Framework. The research was conducted using a mixed approach
(quantitative and qualitative). The results show Iranian civilization and history
have the highest frequency, while negative traits and challenges have the lowest
frequency. Ultimately, by removing and adding proposed components by
teachers, we reached 33 components and 99 sub-components that can be
classified into 7 categories. The results are considered important in revising
language teaching materials.
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Introduction

The close relationship between language and culture is one of the key topics in the field of
linguistics and language education, clearly demonstrating the mutual influence of the two.
Language is not only a tool for communication but also a carrier of the culture, values, and
beliefs of a community. For this reason, many researchers and language learners consider
culture as one of the main objectives in language education. This approach becomes particularly
important in teaching Persian to non-Persian speakers, as the Persian language not only serves
as a means of communication but also represents the rich history, civilization, and culture of
Iran. The present research aims to review the cultural content of the Persian language and
examine it from a sociolinguistic perspective within the framework of the Common European
Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR). This framework is recognized as one of the
most comprehensive standards for foreign language education and provides a suitable tool for
analyzing cultural components in the language learning process. Focusing on Persian cultural
components in language education significantly contributes to promoting Iranian culture and
addressing the linguistic needs of Persian learners. In this regard, the current study investigates
the following questions: What are the cultural components presented in the CEFR, and which
components are considered more important from the perspective of Persian language teachers
for non-Persian speakers?

Method

In this context, cultural components were selected from established cultural concepts, previous
studies, and the CEFR. The next phase of the research involved prioritizing and categorizing
these components by Persian language teachers for non-Persian speakers through responses to
questionnaires designed by the researcher. Data analysis was conducted using SPSS software,
and results were presented in various charts and tables. The analysis of questionnaires was
based on the frequency of component selection to gain a better understanding of teachers'
priorities. This research was conducted with a mixed-methods approach (quantitative and
qualitative), and data were collected through both library and field methods. In total, 20 Persian
language teachers for non-Persian speakers were randomly and conveniently selected, and
significant results were obtained after they responded to the questionnaires. Ultimately, the
article arrived at a classified list of cultural components that reflects the diversity and depth of
culture present in Persian language education.

Findings

The results indicate that teachers, by selecting a high number of cultural components, believe
that most of these components can be transferred through Persian language education.
According to the opinions of teachers, who are considered key figures in the education system,
Iranian civilization and history have the highest frequency, while negative traits and challenges
have the lowest frequency. By adding and removing suggested components from teachers, we
identified 33 significant cultural components and 99 sub-components that can be categorized
into 7 general cultural classes with 43 cultural components. This classification includes three
main categories: customs, beliefs, and language; it also encompasses tangible cultural
components, achievements and notable figures in art, literature, mysticism, and science, as well
as geography, history, and historical figures.

Results &Conclusion

The findings of this research can significantly contribute to revising educational materials for
the Persian language. The main achievement of this study is identifying and classifying cultural
components that can serve as a rich resource in educational materials for Persian language
instruction for non-Persian speakers. Given the importance of culture in language learning, this
research can pave the way for developing innovative educational methods that emphasize
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cultural components, facilitating language learning and ultimately enhancing learners'
awareness of Iranian culture.
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culture.
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