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ABSTRACT

Rap music is one of the current discourses in Iran, which entered Iran in the late
70s and established a new culture. One of the characteristics of this music is the
special words used in its lyrics. It seems that rappers are trying to create their
own language by combining foreign words and Persian secret language to
establish their own identity in the society. The purpose of this study is to identify
the processes of word formation in this type of songs in order to know the
intellectual atmosphere of this culture. In this study, 20 Persian rap songs were
used to extract the desired dates. These samples include all four generations of
Iranian rap music. After analyzing the dates, the most important processes of
word formation in this type of language were: coinage, extension, borrowing,
reduplication, abbreviation, compounding, acronym.

KEYWORDS
rap songs, the processes of word formation, borrowing, extension.

Copyright © 2025 The Authors. Published by Payame Noor University.

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International
license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/). Non-commercial uses of the work are

permitted, provided the original work is properly cited.


https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://doi.org/10.30473/il.2025.70758.1640
https://orcid.org/0000000198081352
https://orcid.org/0000000320419573

Journal of Sociolinguistics | Volume 8 (New series volume), Issue 2, Serial 30, Spring 2025 38

Introduction
Rap music entered Iran in the late 1970s. With the arrival of this musical style, all its cultural
elements also entered the country. This musical style has gained many fans among teenagers
and its linguistic elements are increasingly used in their colloquial language. This article seeks
to identify and describe the morphological processes of these songs; because research and study
on vocabulary can reveal its linguistic elements to us and, as a result, open a window to the
intellectual space of this new culture .

This article is conducted in a descriptive manner; therefore, no specific theoretical
framework is used.

Research Method

In this study, the text of 25 Persian hip-hop and rap songs was randomly selected. The data was
selected from songs of all four generations of Persian rap. Some of these singers include: the
first generation: Hossein Tohi and Tataloo, the second generation: Sepehr Khalsa and Oktave,
the third generation: Sajadi and Parsalip, and the fourth generation: Chvrsi, Young Sudden, and
the Talk Down band.

Findings

Rap songs can be considered a combination of Persian secret language and loanwords that are
widely used in these texts. The following is a more detailed discussion of the processes used in
this type of language.

Coinage
Coinage is an important process of word formation. In this process, there are usually no
cognates with the word, so they cannot be divided into smaller parts.

nasakhi Someone who is in dire need of cigarettes or drugs
ziqi A helpless person
Chaki kardan slapping
Feshari budan Being angry

Semantic expansion

Some words and phrases acquire new meanings that are sometimes lexically close to them and
sometimes far from them.

- Semantic expansion with a distant meaning

tu ragi budan Friendly
joft kardan To be afraid
rande kardan punish
joint Marijuana

Semantic expansion with a close meaning

Parcham Daram I am approved
angal A nuisance
paqi France

haji Middle-aged men

Borrowing

Hip-hop was born in the West, so we can observe the influence of this culture in the selection of
English words. Words enter the lyrics of songs without any necessity with high frequency. For
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this reason, it can be said that rap lyrics use the most loanwords among other texts.
Borrowing in these songs is done in various ways, which are mentioned below.

Borrowed words in the same form and meaning: fight club, fan, Jim, drug...

Borrowed words in the same form and different meaning

beef the flesh of a cow used as food. a fight between rappers
dis Negative morpheme to destroy a person or rapper
gang group power

Persian words with Persian morpheme affixation

Foreign words are attached to one of the independent or dependent Persian morphemes to create
a new structure. For example, combining with conjunctions, plural morphemes, possessive
pronouns, and demonstrative morphemes.

Repetition
dud o drug drugs
dar o daaf sexy girls
fuck fake useless
Abbreviation
traf traffic
coc cocaine
loci location
Combination
Mr taster A person who tests foods
rap baz A person who is a big fan of rap music
punch line the main verse of the poem
Lexicography
Rap fa Persian rap
BF boy friend
LP An album has more than five tracks of music.

Discussion & Conclusion
there are many social groups in every society that can change the standard language because of
their manner and behavior.

Rap music is one of the current discourses in Iran that has established a new culture. One of
the characteristics of this music is the specific words which used in its lyrics, and they represent
the ideology and belief of this subculture.

The obvious processes in this type of language were: coinage, semantic expansion,
combination, abbreviation, borrowing and lexicography, with borrowing being the most used in
these processes.

Keywords
rap songs, the processes of word formation, borrowing, extension, coinage, abbreviation.
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5. lexicon

1. Total reduplication
2. Partial reduplication
3. abbreviation

4. Stonham, J
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