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ABSTRACT

In recent years, foreign language education has become one of the main priorities
and concerns of Iranian families. Beyond this, the transmission of cultural values
and concepts through educational content has raised concerns among
policymakers and governing bodies regarding the nature and diversity of
transferred cultural elements. Accordingly, this study aims to analyze the cultural
concepts and values transmitted during language education and examine the
importance of culture and its components in this process. This applied research
adopts a survey methodology. The statistical population includes English
language instructors and learners from private language institutes. The study
sample was selected from four groups: adolescent learners (under 18 years),
adult learners (over 18 years), instructors, and managers of educational
institutions and governing organizations. The findings indicate that most
instructors confirm the significant neglect of spiritual and religious matters in
educational materials, evaluating this oversight as substantially above average.
Additionally, they criticize the unequal representation of different world cultures
and civilizations in these materials. The results further reveal that religious topics
generate little interest among learners, while subjects related to Western
lifestyles and comparisons between life in Iran and the West prove more
engaging. Structural equation modeling analysis shows that among the
independent variables in the model, the cultural inequality in educational
resources (CIE) variable with a coefficient of (-0.67) has an inverse effect on the
degree of cultural influence from transmitted content in English language
education.
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Introduction

The widespread use of English as a global language has extended to many non-English-
speaking countries, driven by its pivotal role in fields like commerce, education, tourism, and
social interaction. This has established English as the standard international language.
Researchers emphasize the importance of incorporating the cultural context of the source
language in English education, as learning a second or foreign language involves not just
mastering linguistic forms but also understanding the target language's culture to navigate
intercultural communication effectively. In Iran, concerns arise from the clash between the
cultural values taught in English language institutes and those upheld by families and local
communities. This tension stems from the implicit cultural transmission in education and the
challenge of balancing the teaching of English with native cultural content, raising questions
that demand further research. The present study investigates the quality and methods of English
language education in Iran, focusing on the role of cultural content and its impact on learners.

Method

This descriptive-explanatory study explores the transfer of cultural values in English language
education. The research population comprises instructors and learners from English language
institutes in three regions: Tehran, a hub for educational resources; Shiraz, representing
provincial capitals; and Lar, a smaller county. Data were collected using four researcher-
designed questionnaires, tailored to the study’s hypotheses. The questionnaires’ reliability was
tested through a pilot study, and their validity was confirmed via expert evaluation and face
validity.

Finding

The findings reveal a perceived bias in educational materials, with both instructors and learners
noting a preference for English and Western culture. Instructors criticized the lack of attention
to spiritual and religious themes in textbooks, describing it as significant, and pointed out the
unequal representation of global cultures. Analytical results from structural equation modeling
showed that cultural inequality in educational resources negatively affects the transfer of
societal cultural values (coefficient: 0.67). Conversely, a spiritual attitude positively influences
cultural value transmission (coefficient: 0.58), as do the methods and resources used in English
education (coefficient: 0.42).

Results and Conclusions

The study suggests that addressing the one-sided cultural influence in English language
education requires more than censorship or removing visuals, which respondents found
ineffective. Instead, integrating supplementary materials rooted in local cultural values can
balance the curriculum and reduce excessive external influence on learners. Classroom
discussions centered on Iranian themes were also identified as a practical way to counteract
negative cultural impacts. Notably, most instructors opposed rewriting textbooks, favoring
alternative approaches to enrich cultural education. In summary, the research highlights the need
to align English language education with Iran’s cultural context to foster effective intercultural
communication while preserving societal values. By incorporating native cultural content and
encouraging culturally relevant discussions, educators can mitigate the risks of cultural
dominance in language learning, ensuring a more balanced and meaningful educational
experience for learners.
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