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ABSTRACT

This study aims to examine the impact of storytelling on the communication
skills of children aged 5 to 7 through a semiotic analysis of ten stories from the
Berenstain Bears series. The semiotic analysis was conducted using Barthes’ five
codes (hermeneutic, proairetic, symbolic, semantic, and referential). The main
research question is: What signs do the selected stories utilize to convey
communicative actions? The findings revealed that the proairetic and symbolic
codes were the most effective in teaching social behaviors and transmitting
communication patterns due to their simple structure and easy comprehension for
this age group. Additionally, the study showed that the hermeneutic code, by
creating suspense and posing questions, stimulated children's curiosity and
analytical thinking; however, due to its complexity, it was less comprehensible
for this age group. The semantic code, given its implicit and indirect nature, was
also used less frequently. The results highlight the importance of designing
stories with accessible, simple, and cognitively appropriate codes for children.
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Introduction

Stories play a crucial role in children's development by enhancing their thinking and awareness
through metaphors and mental schemas. Storytelling awakens a child's inner strengths and helps
develop their communication skills. Semiotics serves as a tool for analyzing meaning and
ideology in stories. This study employs semiotic analysis to examine the themes that influence
the communication skills of children aged 5 to 7 in storybooks. This age group is particularly
suitable for such studies due to their strong capacity for imitation and inclination toward social
learning. The research aims to identify communicative signs in selected story texts.

Method

This study utilizes a semiotic content analysis method. First, selected storybooks were reviewed
and analyzed based on Roland Barthes’ five-part codes, with particular emphasis on narrative
actions and the portrayal of communication skills. Barthes’ five codes include the proairetic
code, the hermeneutic code, the symbolic code, the referential code, and the semic code. The
dataset consists of ten stories from The Berenstain Bears book series by Stan and Jan
Berenstain. The central theme of this collection revolves around the issues children encounter in
early childhood.

Findings

A semiotic analysis of children's storybooks, focusing on Barthes’ five codes, revealed that
these codes function in an overlapping and interactive manner, shaping children's
communicative experiences through stories.The proairetic code plays the most significant role
in capturing attention and strengthening linguistic and verbal skills. By presenting diverse
behavioral models, this code helps children simulate and practice appropriate behaviors in social
interactions.The hermeneutic code, in half of the selected stories (5 out of 10), generated
curiosity and engagement with the storyline. However, in all cases, the proairetic code primarily
drove the narrative and excitement. One reason could be that the proairetic code, due to its
concrete and sequential nature, is more easily comprehended by children. In contrast, the
hermeneutic code requires more analytical thinking and cognitive ability to follow suspense and
solve puzzles—skills that are not yet fully developed in this age group.The symbolic code,
which focuses on contrasts and semantic oppositions, is one of the simplest and most effective
tools for conveying concepts to children. Moreover, this code aligns with children's strong
tendency to imitate, as it provides clear behavioral models through obvious and simple
contrasts.The semic code was noticeably less used in the selected stories. Extensive use of this
code could have made it more difficult for children to comprehend and process the story’s
messages, potentially hindering effective communication with the content.

Conclusion

The findings of this study demonstrate that different communicative codes in children's stories
interactively contribute to the development of their cognitive and communication skills. The
proairetic and symbolic codes, due to their simple and concrete structure, have greater
application and impact on this age group. Based on these findings, utilizing easily recognizable
and straightforward codes, such as the proairetic and symbolic codes, in stories for children
aged 5 to 7 can facilitate more effective communication and better convey educational concepts.
In contrast, more complex codes, such as the hermeneutic and semic codes, are used less
frequently due to their implicit nature and the deeper analytical and inferential skills they
require. These results highlight the importance of aligning educational and pedagogical texts
with the cognitive capacities of young children.
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