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ABSTRACT

This study examines the naming strategies of Iranian airlines through a socio-
cognitive onomastics lens, showing how these names reflect cultural identity,
ideological values, and socio-cognitive frameworks. Using a socio-onomastic
approach, the study analyzed 20 airline names and categorized them into
national-historical, religious-ideological, geographical-regional, and
transnational-hybrid groups. The findings revealed a hierarchical preference,
with geographical names (40%) dominating, emphasizing regional pride and
tourist appeal, followed by national-historical names (25%) that reinforce pre-
Islamic and post-revolutionary Iranian identities. Transnational-composite names
(40%) demonstrate a strategic balance between local heritage and global
marketability, while explicitly religious names (5%) are less prominent,
indicating the airline industry’s practical distancing from overt ideological
messaging. This study aligns with previous research in the field of sociocognitive
onomastics, demonstrating how airline names function as dynamic intersections
of cultural memory, cognitive salience, and economic pragmatism. The results
highlight the tension between tradition and globalization, and names function as
linguistic markers of Iran’s negotiated identity in a globalized world.
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Introduction

The study investigated the naming strategies of Iranian airline companies through the lens of
cognitive onomastics, a field that bridges cognitive linguistics and sociolinguistics. It explored
how these names reflect cultural identity, ideological values, and cognitive frameworks, serving as
linguistic markers of Iran's negotiated identity in a globalized world. The research was grounded
in the theoretical frameworks of cognitive onomastics and social onomastics, which emphasize the
dynamic interplay between language, culture, and cognition. By analyzing airline names, the study
aimed to uncover the underlying motivations and cultural significance of naming practices in
Iran's aviation industry, contributing to the broader understanding of how names function as
intersections of cultural memory, cognitive salience, and economic pragmatism.

Methodology

The study employed a mixed-methods approach to analyze the names of 20 Iranian airline
companies. Data were collected from official registries, airline websites, and governmental
databases, supplemented by historical records and marketing materials. The analytical
framework integrated cognitive onomastics and social onomastics, focusing on semantic,
ideological, and pragmatic dimensions of naming. Names were categorized into four groups:
national-historical, religious-ideological, geographical-regional, and transnational-hybrid. The
analysis involved three stages: (1) semantic and cultural classification, (2) lexical deconstruction
to examine morphemes and connotations, and (3) comparative analysis of naming strategies
across different periods to identify trends influenced by globalization, economic policies, and
socio-political changes. The findings were validated through triangulation with existing
sociolinguistic research on Iranian naming conventions.

Results

The analysis revealed distinct patterns in naming strategies, with geographical-regional names
(35%) being the most prevalent, reflecting regional pride and tourism appeal. National-historical
names (25%) ranked second, reinforcing Iran's pre-Islamic and post-revolutionary identity.
Transnational-hybrid names (20%) demonstrated a strategic balance between local heritage and
global marketability, while explicitly religious names (5%) were underrepresented, indicating
the aviation industry's pragmatic distancing from overt ideological messaging. The study also
identified a subset of nature-inspired names (25%), which employed cognitive metaphors to
evoke emotional appeal. The hierarchical preference (geographical > national > transnational >
religious) highlights the dual focus on local identity and global adaptation. These findings align
with cognitive onomastics theories, emphasizing the role of cultural salience and socio-
economic factors in shaping naming practices.

Conclusion

The study underscores how airline names in Iran serve as dynamic intersections of cultural
identity, cognitive frameworks, and global market dynamics. The dominance of geographical
and national names reflects a prioritization of local identity, while the inclusion of transnational
elements indicates adaptation to globalization. The minimal use of religious names suggests a
pragmatic approach to avoid alienating diverse passenger demographics. This research
contributes to the emerging field of cognitive onomastics in non-European contexts and
provides a replicable framework for analyzing naming practices in other industries and cultures.
Future studies could extend this research by comparing Iranian airline names with those from
other Muslim-majority countries or conducting corpus-based analyses to further validate the
cognitive and sociolinguistic mechanisms driving these naming trends. The findings highlight
the tension between tradition and globalization, offering insights into how linguistic choices
negotiate cultural identity in a globalized world.
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