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ABSTRACT

Literary works can be studied from different perspectives. One of these
approaches is the analysis of language and meaning through the structural
oppositions found in a text. Since oppositions are generally based on contrasts
such as value versus anti-value or positive versus negative, they can reveal the
hidden ideology of a text and the author's viewpoint in using these structures.
Rashid al-Din Fazlullah Hamedani, the famous vizier of the Ilkhanid period, was
a politician and writer who frequently used pairs of opposite words as a stylistic
feature in Savaneh al-Afkar, a collection of his letters written to different people.
This study uses a descriptive, analytical, and statistical method to identify and
examine the lexical oppositions in Rashid al-Din's letters and to investigate their
ideological meanings based on Jones's theory of binary oppositions. It seeks to
answer the following questions: Which type of opposition is used most often in
these letters? What do these oppositions and the relationships between them
reveal? More specifically, what hidden and dominant ideology can be identified
in Rashid al-Din Fazlullah's correspondence through the use of different kinds of
structural oppositions? To answer these questions, 284 examples of oppositions
were extracted from twenty-one letters addressed to government associates.
These examples were classified into four categories: gradable, comparative,
transitional, and complementary oppositions. The findings show that gradable
and comparative oppositions are the most common types. They also demonstrate
the social function of language in promoting a system of values, strengthening
patriarchal authority, and guiding the reader. From the perspective of
sociolinguistics, these oppositions serve to reproduce a moral and educational
ideology and to reinforce power relations within the political and social context
of the Ilkhanid period.
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Introduction

Language is not merely a means of communication; it is also a powerful instrument for
representing ideas, values, and power relations in literary and historical texts. Among the
various linguistic structures, lexical oppositions play a significant role in constructing systems
of meaning, organizing value judgments, and conveying ideological perspectives. According to
Jones's Theory of Binary Oppositions, the meanings of many lexical items are established
through their contrastive relationships with opposite terms, making these oppositions an
effective tool for revealing the underlying conceptual and ideological framework of a text.

Savaneh al-Afkar Rashidi, a collection of letters written by Rashid al-Din Fazlullah
Hamedani, the distinguished statesman and scholar of the Ilkhanid period, provides a
remarkable example of the extensive use of lexical oppositions as a stylistic and rhetorical
device. Beyond their literary value, these letters reflect the author's ethical principles, political
thought, administrative experience, and perception of social order. Although Rashid al-Din's
political career and literary works have attracted considerable scholarly attention, the
ideological functions of lexical oppositions in his correspondence have not been systematically
investigated.

The present study aims to identify and analyze the patterns of lexical oppositions in Rashid
al-Din's letters and to explore their ideological functions within the framework of Jones's
Theory of Binary Oppositions. It seeks to demonstrate how contrastive lexical structures
contribute to meaning construction, the reinforcement of value systems, and the reproduction of
social and political order.

Research Methodology

This study employs a descriptive-analytical approach supported by quantitative analysis. Its
theoretical framework is based on Jones's classification of binary oppositions, which categorizes
lexical oppositions into four major types: gradable, complementary, converse (transitional), and
directional (auxiliary) oppositions.

The research corpus consists of twenty-one letters selected from Savaneh al-Afkar Rashidi,
all addressed to government officials and members of Rashid al-Din's political and familial
circle. In the first stage, all lexical opposition pairs were identified and extracted from the texts.
They were then classified according to Jones's model, resulting in a total of 284 opposition
pairs. Their frequency, semantic relationships, and contextual functions were subsequently
examined through both quantitative analysis and sociolinguistic interpretation.

Rather than considering lexical oppositions merely as stylistic ornaments, this study analyzes
them as discourse strategies that reflect social values, ideological assumptions, and power
relations embedded in the text.

Findings

The findings reveal that gradable and complementary oppositions constitute the dominant
lexical patterns throughout the letters, forming the core of their semantic organization. Gradable
oppositions frequently appear in ethical and evaluative expressions such as justice/injustice,
loyalty/disloyalty, good/evil, and knowledge/ignorance, establishing clear boundaries between
desirable and undesirable values. Complementary oppositions similarly reinforce binary moral
judgments and contribute to the construction of an explicit normative framework.

Converse (transitional) oppositions are mainly employed to represent processes of
transformation, improvement, and movement from undesirable conditions toward ideal states,
reflecting the educational and reformative orientation of the author. Directional (auxiliary)
oppositions occur far less frequently, suggesting a preference for direct and unequivocal
expression rather than ambiguous or relative semantic relationships.

The statistical distribution of lexical oppositions also demonstrates that the highest
concentration occurs in letters addressed to Amir Mahmoud, Khwaja Jalal, Amir Ahmad,
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Ghiyath al-Din Mohammad, and Khwaja Sa'd al-Din. This pattern highlights the strategic role
of language in advising, instructing, and maintaining hierarchical relationships between the
author and his intended audience.

Results and Discussion

The analysis demonstrates that lexical oppositions in Savaneh al-Afkar Rashidi function far
beyond rhetorical embellishment. They operate as discursive mechanisms through which Rashid
al-Din constructs his worldview and articulates a coherent ideological system. By organizing
reality through a network of moral and evaluative binaries, the author encourages readers to
internalize a particular ethical and political order.

From a sociolinguistic perspective, these oppositions perform three major functions. First,
they reproduce and institutionalize ethical and educational values by presenting them as stable
and universally accepted norms. Second, they legitimize paternalistic and political authority by
positioning the author as a moral guide whose judgments define acceptable behavior. Third,
they direct and discipline the audience through explicit distinctions between virtue and vice,
loyalty and betrayal, wisdom and ignorance.

Consequently, language in these letters serves not only as a medium of communication but
also as an instrument of symbolic power, social regulation, and ideological reproduction. The
systematic use of lexical oppositions reinforces the dominant political and cultural order of the
Ilkhanid period while simultaneously shaping the identities and behavioral expectations of the
intended recipients.

In conclusion, the study demonstrates that the analysis of lexical oppositions provides an
effective methodological approach for uncovering the ideological dimensions of classical
Persian texts. The correspondence of Rashid al-Din Fazlullah Hamedani illustrates how
linguistic structures, discourse practices, and power relations interact to produce a coherent
moral, political, and educational ideology, making Savaneh al-Afkar Rashidi a significant
example of the close relationship between language, ideology, and social authority in medieval
Persian prose.
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