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ABSTRACT

Onomastics is a branch of social linguistics and names play significant roles in
cognitive organization of people in different communities with various languages.
Therefore, taking a Socio-cognitive Onomastics perspective can shed lights on the
production and perception of footballer nicknames. Which cognitive mechanisms
do evoke the creation of footballer nicknames? How does the multi-level view of
metaphor explain the conceptual metaphors? Furthermore, how football context-as
a socio-cultural situation- does influence the kind of metonymic and metaphorical
processes and the kind of selected sources? To achieve the goals, the corpus
including phrasal/ Homeric nicknames of famous footballers was extracted from
the internet. The results show that in conceptual metonymies, the features and
actions of footballers are selected as their nicknames. Moreover, eleven types of
metaphors were involved in the nickname emergence; two of the most frequent
ones are FOOTBALLER AS ANIMAL and AS THE HIGHEST PERSON OF A
SOCIAL POWER SYSTEM. This paper shows that the metonymies and
metaphors being primed by football context and leading to the emergence of
nicknames are activated at the mental space level. The type of nicknames is
influenced by situational factors like socio-cultural situations including strength,
movement, and management values governing football.
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Introduction

Onomastics is a branch of social linguistics. Names, either proper ones or nicknames, play
significant roles in cognitive organization of people in different communities with various
languages. Therefore, taking a Socio-cognitive Onomastics perspective can shed lights on the
production and perception of footballer nicknames. The questions that can be raised in this
respect are: Which cognitive mechanisms do evoke the creation of footballer nicknames? How
does the multi-level view of metaphor explain the conceptual metaphors? Furthermore, how
football context-as a socio-cultural situation- does influence the kind of metonymic and
metaphorical processes and the kind of selected sources? It seems that taking a Socio-cognitive
Onomastics perspective can shed lights on the production and perception of footballer
nicknames.

Method

To achieve the goals, the corpus including phrasal/ Homeric nicknames of famous footballers
(N=103) were extracted from the internet, including football articles on the Internet and
websites related to Iranian and foreign football players. The accuracy and completeness of the
data were verified in several stages with specific researches and the removal of less valid data.
Moreover, to validate each nickname, the biography and sports records of each player, and his
outstanding professional characteristics were examined. Among the nicknames, which were
divided into two categories according to Kennedy and Zamuner (2006) - phrasal (or Homeric)
and diminutive - those that were phrasal/Homeric were selected (N=118) and diminutive
nicknames were removed from the research data. Two categories of metonymy (N=37) and
metaphor —based (N=81) nicknames were recognized and analysed based on Conceptual
Metonymy Theory and Extended Conceptual Metaphor.

Findings

The research found that all selected phrasal nicknames are created through either metonymic or
metaphorical mechanisms. Moreover, metaphors were in mental space level and were evoked by
different contexts in which the soccer player lives, plays and are loved by their fans.

Results and Conclusion

In this article, which was conducted with the aim of investigating how football players'
nicknames arise, it was found that two processes of conceptual metonymy and conceptual
metaphor are effective in the formation of nicknames of famous footballers. In constructing and
understanding phrasal or Homeric nicknames, the mind follows two mechanisms of conceptual
metonymy and conceptual metaphor. In conceptual metonymy, an action or characteristic of the
player (often professional, movement, strength, style, and sometimes appearance) stands for his
nickname. At a more general level, this process is the general conceptual metonymy of PART
FOR WHOLE. Moreover, eleven types of metaphors were involved in the nickname emergence;
two of the most frequent ones are FOOTBALLER AS ANIMAL and FOOTBALLER AS THE
HIGHEST PERSON OF A SOCIAL POWER SYSTEM. This paper shows that the metonymies
and metaphors, being primed by football context and leading to the emergence of nicknames,
are activated at the mental space level. The type of nicknames is influenced by situational
factors like socio-cultural situations including strength, movement, management values
governing football.
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