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ABSTRACT

The present study aims to compare the approaches of domestic automakers with
those of several leading Asian manufacturers regarding brand naming and logo
design. The corpus of the study includes the brand names and logos of eight
domestic automakers and six reputable Asian companies. The research method is
descriptive-analytical and based on library data collection. The findings indicate
that, among domestic automakers, names tend to reflect geographical criteria and
local cultural elements, while in logo design, symbols (Peirce’s model, 1965) and
emblems (Lancaster’s model, 2023) have the highest frequency. In contrast,
Asian automakers focus more on expressive attributes and quantitative features,
and their logos represent all three types—index, icon, and symbol as well as
symbolic, letter-based, and composite forms. The comparative analysis revealed
relatively significant differences between Iranian and Asian automakers in
naming and semiotic patterns: Iranian brands emphasize tangible elements and
local culture, whereas Asian brands pay greater attention to visual representation
and descriptive qualities. These findings highlight cultural and structural gaps in
Iran’s automotive industry and carry important practical implications; revising
naming strategies and logo design in line with global standards could enhance
brand identity, product appeal, and competitiveness in international markets.
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Introduction

The present study aims to compare the relationship between the brand name and logo of Iranian
automobile manufacturers with those of reputable Asian automakers, in order to provide
documented insights for improving branding and advertising aspects for Iranian automobile
manufacturers.

Method

Selecting several reputable Asian companies requires applying a number of logical parameters
in order to reach a reasonable sample size that can be properly analyzed within the scope of a
research article. The global credibility and high acceptance of these companies, the longevity
and global market share of automakers based on data from the website
companiesmarketcap.com, and the presence of some of their products in the Iranian market are
the three main factors that led to selecting automakers from Japan and South Korea as the
reputable Asian manufacturers for this study.

Findings
A total of 68 brand names—including the names of six automakers and their products—were
selected for the group of reputable Asian manufacturers. Among these, 14 names belonged to
Kia, 12 to Hyundai, 13 to Toyota, 6 to Mazda, 14 to Nissan, and 9 to Honda. The etymological
analysis revealed that descriptive adjectives appeared in 41 cases, geographical attributes in 14,
numerical criteria in 5, personal names in 4, and cultural references, names of objects, names of
seasons, as well as coined words each appeared once in the naming of a vehicle. Accordingly,
the following hierarchy is proposed:
Descriptive adjective > Geographical > Numerical > Personal > Coined/Season/Object/Cultural

For Iranian automakers, a total of 48 product names from 8 manufacturers were examined.
Among these, 13 names belonged to Irankhodro, 13 to SAIPA, 7 to Parskhodro, 5 to Zamyad, 3
each to Amico and Bahman Group, and 2 names from Kishkhodro and Morattab were analyzed.
Based on this, the following hierarchy can be proposed:

Geographical > Descriptive adjective > Animal name > Personal > Numerical/Religious

The semiotic analysis of the automakers’ logos was conducted using Peirce’s model (1965)
and Lancaster et al.’s model (2023). According to Peirce’s semiotic framework, an entirely
equal distribution was observed among the six Asian automakers: Kia and Nissan use iconic
signs, Hyundai and Honda use indexical signs, and Toyota and Mazda use symbolic signs.
Analysis using the model of Lancaster et al. (2023) shows that among the six logos examined
from reputable Asian manufacturers, three are combinational (Hyundai, Toyota, and Nissan),
two are letter-based (Kia and Honda), and one (Mazda) is symbolic. Accordingly, the following
hierarchy is proposed:

Combination > Letter-based > Symbolic

The analysis of of Iranian automakers’ logos based on Peirce’s (1965) model indicates that
six logos (Irankhodro, SAIPA, Parskhodro, Bahman, Kishkhodro, and Morattab) employ
symbolic signs, whereas iconic (Amico) and indexical (Zamyad) signs each appear in only one
Iranian manufacturer’s logo. Therefore, the following hierarchy is inferred:

Symbol < Iconic / Indexical

The analysis of selected Iranian automakers’ logos according to Lancaster et al. (2023)
shows that five logos are symbolic (Irankhodro, SAIPA, Bahman, Kishkhodro, and Morattab),
two are Combinational (Parskhodro and Zamyad), and one is letter-based (Amico). As a result,
the following hierarchy is proposed:
Symbolic < Hybrid < Letter-based

Results and Conclusion

Overall findings indicated that Iranian automakers predominantly utilize the geographical
criterion in naming their products, followed by the descriptive adjective criterion. This focus on
location (regions, cities or spatial concepts) signifies a reliance on tangible, familiar elements
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rooted in Iran’s public culture and geography. In contrast, reputable Asian automakers prioritize
the descriptive adjective criterion in their naming conventions. This implies that reputable Asian
automakers’ naming strategies are primarily driven by qualitative and descriptive attributes
(such as speed, power, or aesthetics). This divergence appears to highlight a significant gap
between Iran’s branding mechanisms and the prevailing strategy among reputable Asian
automakers, which emphasizes the conveyance of functional and descriptive concepts through
nomenclature.Furthermore, Iranian automakers have placed greater importance on the ‘animal
name’ criterion, which largely encompasses indigenous fauna species found within Iran’s
borders. This criterion, aligned with the geographical criterion, underscores the significance
Iranians place on their local and indigenous culture and characteristics.

The comparative analysis of automaker logos in the present study, conducted in two parts,
revealed that among Iranian automakers, ‘symbol’ was by far the most frequent sign, with an
equal distribution of ‘icon’ and ‘index’ signs. This could suggest a tendency among Iranian
designers to employ symbolic and conventional signs that rely more on semantic and conceptual
weight than on the direct visual representation of an external object, leaning towards an abstract
(symbol-centric) axis. Additionally, this indicates a preference for conceptual, abstract and
minimalist design traditions that depend on conventional semantic value.Conversely, the Asian
automakers examined in this research demonstrated an equal utilization of these three sign
types. This suggests that, unlike their Iranian counterparts, Asian automakers are also inclined
towards designing logos that establish a more direct visual connection with the brand name,
favoring objective representation over abstract concepts.

The analyses conducted in this study reveal disparities between Iranian and Asian
automakers at both the naming and logo semiotics levels. These differences may stem from
varying cultural, historical and marketing contexts, as well as structural limitations within the
automotive industry, legal naming restrictions in Iran, and divergent global strategies employed
by automakers.
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