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ABSTRACT

The present study employed a mixed-methods design to examine research
literacy among postgraduate students of linguistics. Since no research literacy
test existed in linguistics at the time of the study, the researchers designed a
“Research Literacy in Linguistics” test after conducting focus group discussions,
interviewing linguistics professors, and reviewing the questions of MA entrance
exams in linguistics-related fields. Then, to finalize and validate the test, the
initial version was submitted to three experts in research methodology in several
rounds for revision, and it was finally administered to 217 postgraduate
linguistics students. Based on the results of exploratory factor analysis, items that
did not meet the required threshold were removed, and the final version of the
test was presented after confirmatory factor analysis. The final research literacy
test in linguistics contains 33 items. The reliability and validity of the test were
also assessed and confirmed using Cronbach’s alpha and the judgments of three
expert professors. The findings of this study, relying on the collection and
analysis of quantitative and qualitative data, can be theoretically and practically
useful for linguistics professors and students, as well as for policy makers of this
field and curriculum designers.
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Introduction

Research is widely recognized as a systematic approach to identifying problems, generating
solutions, and refining theoretical and practical understandings across disciplines. Rigorous
research practices not only contribute to the development of knowledge but also ensure the
validity, applicability, and efficiency of research outcomes. Within the field of Linguistics,
Iranian scholars have frequently addressed topics related to literacy; however, the specific
concept of research literacy has received comparatively limited attention. Research literacy, as
defined by Beaudry and Miller (2016), encompasses the skills, knowledge, and critical
awareness required to understand, evaluate, and conduct research effectively. Given the
complexity of research methods and the growing expectation for linguistics students to engage
in empirical inquiry, investigating research literacy is both timely and necessary. The present
study seeks to develop and validate a test measuring research literacy among postgraduate
students of Linguistics in the Iranian academic context.

Review of Literature

The concept of research literacy has recently gained scholarly attention, particularly with the
increasing emphasis on methodological competence in higher education. Beaudry and Miller
(2016) provide a comprehensive definition of research literacy, outlining its components and
significance for researchers and students. Their work emphasizes familiarity with research
types, designs, and methodological procedures. Additional foundational literature further
elaborates on these aspects. Hatch and Farhady (1982) and Creswell and Creswell (2017) offer
detailed classifications of research types and designs, while Cohen, Manion, and Morrison
(2002) and Edley and Litosseliti (2010) provide extensive discussions on research methodology
in the social sciences. Despite this growing body of work, there remains a notable gap
concerning the operationalization and measurement of research literacy within Linguistics,
especially in non-Western contexts such as Iran. This gap underscores the importance of
constructing a reliable and valid instrument to assess research literacy among linguistics
students.

Research Methodology

This study employed a mixed-methods design to construct and validate a research literacy test.
The qualitative phase involved conducting focus group discussions and semi-structured
interviews with expert professors in Linguistics to identify core components of research literacy
relevant to the field. Additionally, entrance examinations and MA-level test materials in related
disciplines were analyzed to ensure the coverage of essential research-related constructs. Based
on the qualitative findings, an initial pool of test items was developed. This preliminary version
was subsequently evaluated by three specialists in Linguistics and Research Methodology, who
provided iterative feedback leading to several rounds of revision. In the quantitative phase, the
refined draft of the test was administered to 217 postgraduate students of Linguistics across
Iranian universities. Exploratory Factor Analysis (EFA) and Confirmatory Factor Analysis
(CFA) were conducted to examine the underlying structure, functionality, and psychometric
properties of the test items. Reliability was assessed using Cronbach’s alpha, and content
validity was ensured through expert review.

Findings and Conclusion

The analyses revealed that several items did not function adequately according to the EFA and
CFA results, leading to their elimination. The final version of the research literacy test
demonstrated satisfactory validity and reliability, indicating its appropriateness for assessing
research literacy among postgraduate linguistics students. The validated instrument contributes
to both theoretical and applied domains. Theoretically, it extends the conceptualization and
measurement of research literacy within the field of Linguistics. Practically, the instrument
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offers valuable insights for instructors, students, curriculum designers, and policy makers
seeking to enhance research competence in advanced linguistic education. The findings
highlight the need for continuous improvement in research training and suggest that a
standardized assessment tool can support more effective curriculum development and
pedagogical planning
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