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Abstract

Semantic categories have a prototypical structure
and consist of central and peripheral meanings.
There are some peripheral and accidental
meanings at the fuzzy borders of these
categories; transient meanings which disappear
in the course of time. Some of these meanings
may occur in a different period and independent
from previous occurrence(s) of the same
meaning.  Geeraerts  (1997) calls  this
phenomenon “semantic polygenesis.” Semantic
polygenesis, on one hand, characterizes
prototypicality of meaning and, on the other
hand, indicates its social aspect. In this paper we
investigated semantic polygenesis in New
Persian words’ meanings, from the 10th century
(AD) until present. For this aim, we examined
ten selected words in 113 texts in poetry and
prose, and recorded their meanings. Then we
designated peripheral meanings and investigated
them based on semantic polygenesis conditions.
We finally realized that five words out of ten
have nine meanings in sum, which could be
categorized as  outcomes of  semantic
polygenesis.

Key Words: Cognitive Semantics, Diachronic
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