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Abstract

In non_ typological approaches in various sources,
the language used in used in Babatahers' quatrains
has often been considered to be Lori, Kurdish and
Laki. This is without paying close attention to the
both dense and plural community of speakers in
western Iran. Those afore-mentioned languages
belong to Western Iranian languages which are
themselves divided into North-western and South-
western branches about whose similarities and
differences there are controversies. In this article,
after reviewing the literature and stating the
problem, the above-mentioned languages are
studied based on a typological and differentiated
approach We have also tried to study the
possibility of these Quatrains belonging to one of
these ancient Iranian languages. This has been
done with a stylistic view on the frequency of
some linguistic elements such as ergative
structures and verbal differentiations. Results
revealed the affinity these poems show with Laki,
the language spoken amongst the natives of
Hamedan and Lorestan both in the present and
past.

Keywords: Typology, Language, Babataher,
Kurdish, Lori, Laki, sociolinguistics.
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The Typology of Baba Taher's Quatrains
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Due to the dense and diverse community of western Iranian languages in the middle of the Zagros, in non-
typological approaches in various sources, there are differences between the separation of these varieties and
the belonging of Babataher Quatrains to one of these languages. The western languages of Iran, with Kurdish
varieties from north to south, and with Lori varieties from south to north in the middle of the Zagros, reach
the field of Laki language and literature. Babataher's Quatrains, despite all the linguistic changes and
distortions, still retain traces of the original language of the speaker. The important discussion of this
research is the retrieval and representation of this language. In this research, we try to study the most
structural and linguistic features of these Quatrains with a stylistic analysis of the most frequent structural
and linguistic features of these Quatrains, with an approach based on social linguistics and a typological
approach, while separating the Kurdish and Laki and Lori linguistic types. Therefore, because Babataher's
language is crystallized in his Quatrains, the present text seeks to answer the following question: What is the
main category of his language and Quatrains? Moreover, the structural and linguistic features of the
frequencies in these Quatrains will be analyzed.

Research Method

The present study uses a descriptive-analytical method with a typological approach to the dense linguistic
community in the Middle Zagros and also with a stylistic perspective to study the language of Babataher's
Quatrains. The author, in the first step analyzes the frequency of that sample in Babataher's Quatrains and
provides quantitative statistics of the linguistic structure and some elements by classifying the linguistic
types of the Middle Zagros, including Kurdish, Laki and Lori, and obtaining linguistic samples from each.
Therefore, all these Quatrains have been selected and analyzed to access the sufficient data and validity of
the results. However, in mentioning the examples, where the item is in a row and has to be repeated, only
one stanza of each couplet is sufficient.

Findings

From the perspective of social linguistics, the Middle Zagros, as a crossroads of northwestern and
southwestern Iranian languages, has a dense and diverse language population. Previous mostly non-
typological research indicates that the language of Babataher Quatrains belongs to one of the native language
types of western Iran. But both the separation of these species and the precise determination of the possibility
of Babataher's language belonging to one of them is possible only by relying on the science of typological
linguistics. As the presence of ergative structure in both Laki and Babataher's Quatrains, as well as the
presence of high frequency and often intact verbs more closely related to Laki, distinguishes both from
Southern Kurdish and Lori. Thus, with such an approach, the linguistic nature of Babataher's Quatrains in
Laki was proved.

Discussion and Conclusion

The results of this study and its tens of tables, while classifying the Kurdish, Laki and Lori species, show that
the language of Babataher's Quatrains in Laki language is more acceptable. Laki, with its many speakers and
numerous literary works, has long been the mother tongue of a large population of natives of Hamedan and
Lorestan, etc., and from a typological point of view, is an independent language. The ergative nature of the
Laki language as well as Babataher's Quatrains is one of the most important reasons for their difference from
Southern Kurdish and Lori. According to the Typology presented in the tables, traces of this ergative
structure with a frequency of 5 items, along with high-frequency stylistic features such as; Boreh (come)
with a frequency of 15 verses, Direm (I have) with a frequency of 29 verses, Kary and ... (You do) with a
frequency of 31 verses, Beshm / Beachm (I go) with a frequency of 12 verses, Watem and ... (I said) With a
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frequency of 7 verses, Zanesten (knowing) with a frequency of 19 verses, aj / aj (from) with a frequency of
18 items, katim (we fell) with a frequency of 4 items, etc. indicate the closeness and belonging of the
linguistic type of Babataher's verses in Laki language.

Keyword: Social linguistics, Typology, language, Babataher, Kurdish, Lori, Laki.
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