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Abstract

Cognitive Sociolinguistics is an interdisciplinary
subfield of linguistics that tries to cognitively
describe language varieties in society by means
of teachings of its two constituent disciplines.
The purpose of this article is to describe the
conceptual metaphors of death in folk language
within social context. The data were collected
from a set of proverbs, funeral and tombstone
inscriptions which were then analyzed in terms
of conceptualizing death as well as the source
domains used for conceptualization. The most
frequent types of source domains were
personification, direction, distance, existence,
destruction and captivity. Among the conceptual
domains  mentioned,  personification  and
destruction show a unified pessimistic view
towards death, while in other source domains
both positive and negative meanings were used.
It shows the dual nature of death in the mind of
Iranians. In personification, both the agent and
the patient depart from their basic meaning and
are conceptualized by different concepts.
Moreover, funeral inscriptions show more
optimistic and mystical views than tombstone
inscriptions. The findings of this study show the
dichotomies as well as the positive and negative
attitudes towards death among the language
users.

Keywords:  Conceptual  metaphors,  Folklore,
Cognitive sociolinguistics, Semantic domain of death.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Cognitive sociolinguistics is an interdisciplinary subfield of linguistics that tries to cognitively describe
language variety in society by means of teachings of its two constituent disciplines. This approach helps to
achieve a better understanding of language in society and various social factors by the use of cognitive
principles and patterns. The aim of this study is to investigate the conceptual metaphors of death within the
social contexts. In fact, the main purpose is evaluation and cognitive description of conceptual metaphors of
semantic domain of death in folk language and also having a better understanding of people's attitudes
towards death based on metaphorical expressions. Proverbs, tombstones and funeral posts are examples of
folklore literature which contain rich information in this area. Common metaphors in the domain of death
show people's metaphorical attitude toward this category.

Method

This article is descriptive. A total number of 335 linguistic samples of the use of death in the oral literature
were examined within the cognitive framework, including 30 proverbs related to life and death, 72 funeral
posts and 232 tombstone inscriptions. The data were then analyzed in terms of the types of source domains
used for the target domain of death. The proverbs were extracted from Zolfaghari (2000). The funeral posts
and tombstone inscriptions were gathered from the two cities of Kerman, Shiraz and also from some related
websites. Culture-based data and those which belonged to a specific geographical region were excluded
from the analysis.

Findings

All three types of conceptual metaphors including ontological, orientational and structural metaphors were
found in the data. The conceptual metaphor of ‘death is a physical substance’ as in the linguistic expressions
‘a heavy pain’ and ‘big sorrow’ is ontological in nature. Personification as a kind of ontological metaphors is
found in the expressions like ‘death is a thief or a wolf”. Orientational metaphors showing the directions of
‘up/down’ and ‘near/far away’ are found in the expressions like ‘flying to the sky/ falling into the deep well’
and ‘coming back to God /leaving the life’. The structural metaphors are found in the concepts which form a
continuum like ‘beginning/ending’ and ‘freedom/captivity’ as in the following expressions ‘death is the
beginning of a better life/ death is the end of our life” and ‘a flying bird/ a buried bird’.

Discussion and Results

The most frequent types of source domains were personification, direction, distance, existence, destruction
and captivity. Among the conceptual domains mentioned, personification and destruction show a unified
pessimistic view towards the concept of death, while in other source domains both positive and negative
meanings were used. It shows the dual nature of death in the mind of Persian speakers. In personification,
both the agent and the patient depart from their basic meaning and are conceptualized by different concepts.
Moreover, funeral inscriptions show more optimistic and mystical views than tombstone inscriptions. The
findings of this study show the dichotomies as well as the positive and negative attitudes towards death
among the language users.

Key words: Conceptual metaphors, cognitive sociolinguistics, concept of death
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